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Satis inconsultum est, superbum Tarquinium, Tullum 
et Ancum, patrem Æneam, ferocem Rutulum et hujus- 
modi quoslibet et scribere et legere: nostros autem Ca- 
rolos atque tres Ottones, imperatorem Henricum secundum 

‘ Chunradnm imperatorem, patrem gloriosissimi regis Hen- 
rici III. et eundem Henricum, regem in Christo trium- 
phantem, ómninó negligere. 


Wippo in vitá Chunradi Salici. 


is rather injudicious to write and to read about‏ الہ 
Tarquinius Superbus, Tullus Hostilius and Ancus Martius,‏ 
about father Æneas, the fierge Huiulian and about all‏ 
men of this kind, without mentioning at all our Charles,‏ 
our three Otho's, the emperor Henry IL, the emperor‏ 
Conrad, father of the most illustrious king Henry IL,‏ 
and that Henry himself, the true Christian conqueror.‏ 

WIPPO in the life of Conrad the Salic." 
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INTRODUCTION. 


. On the Roemerberg at Frankfort on the Maine, a large 
place of amphithegtrical form, consecrated by many histo- 
rical: events, called in former. times , (when it was taken in 
its full extent), , Samstagsberg" ,Saturday-Hill“, you be- 
hold the tewn-house of the city, called „the Roemer“ tower- 
ing over the neighbouring houses, an ‘old-styled building, 
yet: of a plain architecture in the ‘outside. Its pyramidal 
front-pinion is rising in scale-like side-shelves and differring 
from the. houses: placed on the right and left sides, called 
» Limpurg “ and ,£Locvenstein“ by its higher size and its 
longer windows, but is quite similar to them for the re- 
maining.. No one is able to say why that building is called 
» the Roemer“ or rather „io the Roemer.“ In the year 1405, 
the senate of Frankfort made the acquisition of a house si- 
tusted.on the same spot, named - at that very time „io the 
‘Roemer“ as well as of another honse contiguous to the fot- 
mer, called „to ¿he Swan“ from Kunz and Henry Roemer, 
also named Koelner, brothers; and as the..old town-house, 
sifiated near the cathedral, was in a ruinous state, they 
ordered. the above buildings to be filled up for the use of 
the town, er ratlier to be built anew. At least, according 
to a:document of the year 1406, to be seca in tho archi- 
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ves of this city, there is nò doubt but the large hall sup- 
ported by pillars which we find at the entrance of the Roe- 
mer, on the ground floor, has been built at that very time, 
that is to say immediately after the above-mentioned pur- 
chasing of the houses; and a few years ago, when the fair- 
stalls were removed from the hall, which they awkwardly 
.disfigured, there wee. found وولو زو‎ traces of fresco-pain- 
tings, that, according ` to the ‘represented objects and the 
style of execution, might rather not have belonged to a 
time posterior to the fifteenth century; most probably, those 
paintings have been exeéuted.át the very ‘period when the 
hall ‘was: built.’ Besides, the senáté, ima document of the 
year 1411 (see Olenschlager, Golden Bull XCVIIL), declares 
with respect ie «the ', Roemer“. positively, - that they cansed 
this. house tobe: built: im honour .of the Empire and the 
Prineos-Electors. At :a. later. period it. was increased .by itg 
being: united: with the house „Loevenstein“ and bythe pur- 
‘chase of other edifices; and new buildings were: added ‘bat 
looking in different «direction from the front-building ,` parti- 
cularly in the XVI* and XVEII® centuries, which. additiäns 
gave to the: Rosmer its. actual shape: Yet the front remai- 
med always thé same (we 'exeept the colouring and. some 
‚other trifling modifications) “from ‘the -tithe .of its constitictlon 
‘tp to tlie-present. It is:also the ease with the ground-floor 
hall, over ‘whieh ‘the Tmperial-Hall ‘has. ‚been! constructed. 
-Jt "wai mi the latter that the ceronation+ meal was ۰ 
the last centuries, as, from the reign of Maximilian II. the 
the German emperors; with a few exceptions ; were: crawt 
ed at Frankfort: We ‘should be inclined: to: 5611676 that 
the -Impérial-Halt has' been constrieted at fhe same: time 
with the ground-ball; for; &s'early as the year 14۵ 
hill, of! assembiy-room, was positively mentioned. in. the 
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above. quoted documant.. The arrangements and’ detoratieh 
of the same,'too, uiderwent..a: frequent. change, but 57 
when from to. time aigeneral renovation ‚was: undertaken, of 
whieh the apparently most considerable took: place. in the 
yegx9 1612 and 1742...1t is not possible to ascertain- posi 
tively. at. what: time :the : portraits of the, emperors: were: first 
placed as gunament' ہ۶‎ the hall; most probably that kind of 
décoration had already فلا‎ cotamencement, in. the: XVI", cons 
tury,’ perhaps earlier; decidedly not later than: the. begin; 
ning. of'the XVII", century. The'lárge staiz-case now. lea: 
ding. to the Imperial Hall was bailt:in: the: year .1740, pio 
bably -becanse the former, having quite- a: different direction 
and leading in.:a straight lise to. the. hall itself, did ‚no: 
longer fully answer its purpose, ‘The frescos of the election: 
room and the vestibules belong to : the same: period ;..they! 
were exécuipd by. Colomba. .. The. eléatión-room , the. 
electors, or their anibussaders; used ta. meet for conferring: 
before the election «and where, ‘now’. the senators are hok. 
ding their. sittings, has generally preserved: its. primitive 
state and, morever,.-thé Imperial ¡Hall itself has quite the; 
character of-its-ancient style. For; as, some years dgo, a 
general restoration took place, the locality remhined quite; 
the. same. The: minous state of the roof required, we ought 
to .say,. an energetic repair;. yet. the ceiling and the frames: 
did- not, suffer the least; Mteratióm;.: only the. painting of the: 
walle wes a little changed aud..a: new.. door waa laid: 
On the other side; the hall was decorated in a diffenént 
style.. For, in compensation of the faded representation of 
„ Solomon's Judgement“ at the western side of the hall, 
they placed a new painting executed by Steinle of Vienna; 
and instead of the brass coloured busts of the enrperors, 
the ball was adorned with other paintings executed by ar- 


tists, of whose names, as well as of those of the fonnders, 
we intend to inform our readers. From Maximilian I. 
up to this period, all the representations are real and 
authentic portraits: as to the former emperors and kings 
they: are taken from tomb-stones, eoins, seals or represen- 
ted according to descriptions contained in the chronicles. 
The place for the representation of the emperor Charle- 
magne is at the entrance on the right hand, just below the 
representation of Solomon's Judgement. Next to Charle- 
magne the emperors and kings of his lineage who have ra- 
led over Germany Are to be seen. On Charlemagne's right 
side (on the southern wal of the hall) are the emperors 
and kings from Conrad I. to Frederic II., ‘after whose reign 
the great Interregnum took place in Germany. On Charles’ 
left hand (on the northern. wall) are ranged the likenesses 
ef the emperors and kings who reigned after the Interreg- 
num, from Rodolphus I. to Charles VI., followed on the 
eastern side: of the hall, towards the large windows, by 
the last emperors to Francis II., whose likeness — 
the last place that was left in the hall. — 

"The few leaves of this writing are destined to recall 
to the mind of our readers and particularly of the visitors 
of that sacred edifice the most important, moments — both 
happy and melancholy — of our history, inasmuch as they 
belong ما‎ the respective period. May these lines ‘be recei- 
ved with the same feeliags as those with which they were 
written. . D 

| A, 


| L the course of that protracted struggle, in which the 
German trihes were almost incessantly engaged since some 
years before the Christian era until the fall of the Roman 
empire, our German ancestors appeared from the third cen- 
tury after Christ in great hordes, which, when several tri. 
bes had heen united, formed powerful nations that became 
famous and are mentioned in history under the names of 
Almains, Franks, Saxons, Goths and others. Of these tri- 
bes the Franks were the most illustrious. Established 
at first solely on the banks of the rivers Lippe, Sieg and 
Lahn, and in the adjacent countries, they soon and gradually 
extended the limits of their possessions by means of success» 
fal wars. Clovis, having defeated the Roman general Sya- 
grins near Soissons, 486, and repulsed ten years later at 
Tolbiac (Zulpich, near Cologne) the Allemanni, or inhabitants 
of the Upper-Rhine, embraced Christianity and, boldly 
declared himself the chief of all the Franks; thus, as early 
as in the first part of the sixth century, all the countries 
on ‚the right bank of the Lower- and Middle-Rhine as far 
as the source of,the Maine and the upper lands of the We- 
ser, and, on the left bank, as far as the Saar and from thence 
to.the British Channel and the German Ocean, formed the 
immediate Frank territory, exclusive of the possessions of 
the conquered tribes. The „Land.of the Franks" (the latin 
name: Francia) was the denomination of the above tract of 
land in its full extent. The larger part of.it, the German 
part, situated on the east of the Ardennes, was called 
„Austrasia* or.„Ostrasia“ (Kasiern empire) and the other 
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part, wrested from the Romans in the last struggle, for the 
most part Roman or Gallic land, was named , Neustria” 
that is ,the New-Western empire. After both these tracts 
of land had been several times united, separated and re- 
united, there arose, towards the end of the seventh century, 
a violent contest about the person of their king and the 
highest dignity of the state, that of Mayor of the Palace 
(major domús). Under the command of their dukes, Pepin 
d Heristal and Charles Martel, the Austrasians were success- 
fol in several battles, at Testri, Stablo, Cambrai and Sois- 
sons, in defeating their enemies ‘the Neustrians, who had re- 
peatedly invaded them, and in obtaining over them a decided 
supremacy. Charles Martel, the son of Pepin d'Héristal, 
restored and supported the dignity ofthe government, and though 
nominally only duke of the Franks, he exercised during his 
life all the functions of sovereignty. He immortalized his 
name by saving the Christian Nations of Europe from the 
hands of the Saracens, whom he defeated at the memorable 
confliet between Tours and Poitiers, 732. He was energe- 
fically supported in that victory by his Ostrasian or German 
warriors. His son, Pepin le Bref, by no means unlike his 
father in power and energy, now assumed the title of king. 
After Carloman, his elder brother, had left to him his por- 
tion of the paternal dominion, Ostrasia, he obliged, with the 
consent of the Roman Bishop as well as of the entire nation, 
the last sluggard descendant of the Merovingian dynasty, 
Childeric III., to retire into a monastery, 752, and caused 
to be censecrated himself by St. Boniface (Winifred) first | 
archbishop of Mayeneé. Thus the empire of the Franks was 
again re-established on a firm and sure basis. Of the two 
sons and successors of Pepin le Bref, the elder, Carloman, 
died shortly after his father; Charles, the survivor; seized 
upon the entire Frank. monatchy, and, in consequence of 
his being the sole master of the empire, all the fragments 
of the Germanic nations which had been subdued be 
fore his reign, i. e. the tribes of Almains or Swabians, 
of Thuringians, Burgundians, Bavarians:and Frieslanders, | 


[neben En -一 a a 


LA 


“o 


. 


一 一 -= 


- 


po ھ١ ما‎ Tura 
یہ‎ eh del” 
ta Prese tract: 
‚ed and re 
. ۱ Mh ۰ 

ag and از‎ 
of the Pata « 


TIN NES و‎ Poca 1 


were sticces- 
atra and m 
ens. Who had coe 
ethene a decia 
Penn 0 د‎ 
uen tan m 
Oed UTM °; > 
comtalized ۴ 
arope (rom. 
‘al the 7 


A 
۱ 
to 4 


He was entr? 
ctas or Goran 
Mono Mesna unlike 
تہ‎ te مزا‎ of rt: 
po. codo him his pe | 
eblised, with ۰ 
s che enlure Mathes 
gan 6 
52. and cause. 
٠ i Winifred) زا‎ 
i the Franks ۰ 
basis. Of the ۰ 
So elder. 177 
"i ونو‎ Selz. 
‘ Mi CONCURRENCE ٠۰ 
sll the Rainer. 


been Saba lea Lo 


cuerdas OÙ NW, 
us and 17 


= + 
- ھ‎ LE, 
: AA E 
EA وی‎ ZA 
E n {| ےق‎ - 


INI 


[t 


1 مون 


NIMES 
EM ue, 
MIR 


= 


= = 
اح و سد 


+ : : TTD 
: Fr A : PES | 
elite fu rey ci EL. مه‎ JT ٩ 
غه‎ Mu jt اسر یں‎ nm 
pr 2 Li via LI La ا "سر‎ SI LPLFLFLPL j^ | Ta 
Fe a ۳ FT [A z È APO Li : H 1 m 
3 HE Fj 2 ar, n c 01-7 5 1 TPT] 
d. 3 == eT eee 
à نم‎ i” - - = = = Tura FL ET 


saluta 


3 سا نی‎ | tg y i 


siis 


۱ 


3 


LE 
8 


wrest 
ij 
ni 


پل لک په 


Mm 


o 


تست 


ie 1ھ‎ 
mm 


®© 


IR 


KARIL 18 


ROSSIE 


768 — 814 . 


Christus" vincit, Christus regnat, Christus triumphat. 


3 


became subject to his jurisdiction. By subjugating Aquitania, 
Septimania, the French Brittany, conquering the Spanish 
. March and the north of Italy, and subduing the Saxon, 
thoge mighty inhabitants of the northern climes of Germany, 
he increased his empire to an extent unprecedented since the 
fall of the Western Roman empire. At length he added 
to the imperial authority and power the title also of Empe- 
. ror, and it is his portrait which stands at the head of that 
long series of German Emperors who are ا‎ repre- 
sented in our Imperial Hall. 


FRANK EMPERORS AND KINGS, 


CARLOVINGIANS. . 


` 1. Charlemagne, or Charles I. 
a. D. 768 — 814, 


Descended from an old German (Ostrasian) family, this 
king of the Franks, partly by the dominions he had recei- 
ved from his predecessors, partly by his own conquests, 
united for the first time into one all the tribes of the Ger- 
man nation, the Franks, Allemanni or Swabians, Bavarians, 
Thuringians, Frieslanders and Saxons; these last had been 
subjugated by him and converted to Christianity after a long 
and blocdy war. He was also master of the Roman Gaul, 
conquered partly by himself, but mostly subdued by his an- 
cestors and the early Frank Kings — (this country was 
called France in later times, when all its fragments 
were united into one entire state) —, he possessed, too, 
the Lombard Kingdom in Italy, subjugated by his arms, 
and a part of Spain, taken from the Arabs. In the year 
800 he restored at Rome, where he was consecrated Empe- 
ror by Pope Leo II., the Roman empire of the West 一 
and thus became the first Roman emperor of the German 
nalion. — Charlemagne often violented ancient rights and 

1 * 
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privileges, but he was, too, a successfal promoter of reforms 
in legislation, of agriculture, of trade, arts and sciences, to 
the latter of which he was personally addicted, and endeavou- 
red to improve and reduce to rule his native german language. 
He, moreover, caused the heroic traditions of the Teutonic 
tribes to be collected. Whenever circumstances did not con- 
strain him to live in remote countries, he would generally 
reside among his countrymen, whose language, dress and 
habits he always retained; Worms and Ingelheim were 
often his residing places, but in the latter days of his 
life, he prefered residing at Aix-la-Chapelle, mentioned. in 
an old saying as his birth-place; but the latter circumstance 
has frequently been contradicted. He is buried in the ca- 
thedral which he had built in that city. It is to this great 
emperor that Frankfort owes its first notice in history; he 
caused a palace to be built here, in which city he held the 
assemblies of the states; he ordered a colony of Saxons to 
be organized on the left bank of the Maine (Sachsenhausen). 


These are the primary causes of the prosperity of Frankfort ٢ 


` (the Frank's ford), which before the reign of Charlemagne 
was but an insignificant place, unworthy of notice. 
Charlemagne married: 1.) an unknown; 2.) Desiderata, 
daughter of the king of the Longobards; she was 
divorced; 3.) Hildegarde of Swabia; 4.) Fastrada 
of East Francony, who died at Frankfort; 5.) Luid- 
garde of Swabia. 


> 2 Louis L, the Debonnaire. 
A, D. 814 — 840, 


son of Charlemagne and his wife Hildegarde, was, during 
the. life of his father, acknowledged at Aix-la-Chapelle with 
great solemnity as his co-regent and successor. After his 
father's death he governed without energy the mighty em- 
pire he had inherited, the heterogeneous parts of which ap- 
peared unapt to remain united for a long time; but Louis 1. 
has the merit of having settled the matters of divines and 
forwarded the polishing of the Teutonic language, into which 
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he ordered fragments of the Bible and of other writings to 
be translated; he built a palace at Frankfort (the Saalhof), 
a residence to which he was very partial. Two conven- 
tions of the states were held in that edifice, and it was 
there, too, that his son Charles (the Bald) was born in the 
year 823. The birth of this son, however, gave rise to 
endless quarrels with his elder sons, which disturbed the 
state and embittered the life of the emperor. He was 
twice dethroned, 830 and 833; he even performed the pe- 
nance imposed (833) by some bishops; but he was reinstated 
in the possession of his power. He was obliged in the latter end 
of his life to wage war against his very son Louis; but having 
fallen ill during the expedition, he died on an island of 
the Rhine near Mayence, whither he had wished to be trans- 
ported from Frankfort, hoping to recover his health during 
the summer. ‘His remains were buried at Metz. . 
Married to: 1.) Irmengard, daughter of a Francic eount; 
2.) Judith, or Jutta of Bavaria, daughter of Guelph 
of Altorf and mother to Charles the Bald. 


3. Louis IL, the German, 


A. D. 840 — 876, 


son of the former, fought in alliance with his brother Charles 
the bloody and victorious battle of Fontenay against Lothar, 
their elder brother, the result of which was the famous treaty 
of Verdun, 843. By this treaty Louis was acknowledged as 
the king of Eastern France or Germany; Lothar, who, during his 
father's life, had been invested with the Roman imperial crown, 
maintained his supremacy over the largest part of all the 
dominions situated between the Rhóne, the Saóne, the Meuse 
and the Rhine (Lotharinga, or Lorraine, in its most exten- 
sive acception), and Charles the Bald remaiped in posses- 
sion of Gaul, which from that time was called the Western 
Frank empire, or France. By means of the above distribu- 
tion the unnatural union of the.Gallic and Teutonie terri- 
tories was now, at-least in the most essential point, again 
dissolved. Louis made a bold resistance against the North- 
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men (or Normans) and Sclavi, who had invaded Germany. 
He generally resided at Frankfort, which became prosperous 
under his reign; he founded the cathedral of this city; he 
held here several assemblies of the states, and died in his 
palace, the Saalhof, having in the last years of his life ac- 
quired the half of the Lorraine dominions in consequence of 
the treaty of Mersen (870). But it was in vain that he had 
aspired to the Roman imperial crown (875). He spent a 
great part of his life in quarrels with his own sons, but 
still more with his brother Charles the Bald, with whom 
he had divided the Lorraine dominions, but who had been 
beforehand in taking possession of the imperial crown, 
and a decisive battle between the two brothers was prevent- 
ed only by the death of Louis. By his actions Louis the Ger- 
man exposed himself in a high degree to the reproach of 
eruelty, of which he gave an instance at the rebellion of 
the smaller landed proprietors of Saxony; yet he has, as a 
ruler, the merit of having made many useful institutions in 
Germany, and the poet Offried, who lived at the same time 
with him, is worthy ofbelief when he says that , Louis governed 
the East-Frank empire (Ostreich), that is Germany, with 
strength and wisdom, being a worthy king.“ - 

He was buried in the monastery of Lorsch, in the 
Bergstrasse, some miles from Darmstadt; but no trace of 
his burying-place is now to be seen; an antiquary saw 
it the last time in the beginning of the XVII" century. 

Married to: Emma, most probably a lady of. Lower- 

| Germany. 

As soon as ‘his brother had expired, Charles the Bald 
king of the West-Franks or French, who had received the 
imperial diadem from the hands of Pope John VIII. (875), 
appeared with an army on the German soil in order to 
conquer the Teutonic dominions, or, at least, to take pos- 
session of the lands on the left banks of the Rhine. But 
the sons of Louis the German, Carloman, Louis (UL) the 
Younger, and Charles, who governed together Germany, 
-boldly opposed the enemy and entirely defeated the French 
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king, 876, near Andernach, so that he was put to flight and 
scarcely able to escape. He died in the following year; 
the victorious Louis himself had, expired in the year 882, 
and as his brother Carloman had died two years before, 
the youngest son of Louis the German, ۱ 


Charles IL (II) the Fat,‏ تا 

A. D. 882 — 887, . | 
was consequently, the sole master of the entire East Fran- 
cic or Teutonic empire. After having received at Rome 
the imperial crown, 880, he came into possession of the 
West-Frank empire by the decease of all his French rela- 
tives, 885; so that his dominions were nearly as extensive 
as those of Charlemagne had been in former times. This 
emperor, also resided frequently at Frankfort, the cathedral 
of which he considerably enriched, but neither his personal. 
strength nor his mental powers. were able to support the 
burden of his high dignities and the Normans ravaged his 
territories with impunity. He was therefore deposed at 
the very moment when he had convoked an imperial diet 
at Trebur, near Frankfort. The princes assembled at Frank- 
fort *) elected his nephew, Arnulph, king of Germany; Char- 
les died a short time after this event, not without. same 
suspicion of violence. 

He is buried on the island of Reichenau in the lake 

of Constance. 
Married to: 1.) an unknown; 2.) Richarda, probably of 
Almain origin, who remained without issue and 
whose repudiation was one of the causes of his fall. 


5. Arnulph, 
a. D. 888 — 899, | 
duke of Carinthia, son of Carloman, elected king of Ger- 
many, refused the kingly crown of the West-Frank empire, 


*) As a ruler of Germany, his title is Charles II.; but as a Roman 
emperor, Charles HI. 
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but reserved his rights of sovereignty over it. — Besides 
his other dominions he possessed the half of Lotharingia, 
the government of which he afterwads abandoned to 
his son Zwentibold. — He defeated the Normans in the 
decisive battle of Louvain 891*), undertook two expe- 
ditions into Italy, 894 and 895, in the latter of which he 
gained a victory by an impetuous attack on the city of Rome. 
He was consecrated Roman emperor 896; but soon after he 
fell sick (according to tradition he was poisoned), and died 
at Ratisbonne a few years afterwards. 
Married to: Jutta, or Udda, of unknown origin. 


6. Louis IIL (IV.) the Child, 
A. D. 900 — 911, . 

son of the former, when a boy six years old, was elected 
and crowned at the diet of the empire at Forchheim in 
Francony, and a short time afterwards acknowledged 88 ۶ 
ruler of Lorraine; he was the last German king in the direct 
male line from Charlemagne. He often resided (as did 
most of his successors) at Frankfort and governed the 

state under the direction of Hatto, archbishop of Mayence, 
` but at a very early age he assumed an active part in the 
affairs of the government and proved worthy of his illustrious 
extraction. But Germany was at that time suffering from 
the looseness of its nationality and the too rapid develop- 
ment of the feudal system, which latter, in its origin only 
created for a nation in war, had overrun and ruled the 
whole state and almost entirely destroyed its whole organisa- 
tion. Louis was too young and too weak to oppose energi- 
cally the interior disturbance of his empire and to protect 
. his dominions against the inroads of the Hungarians, who 


*) A Francic lay of war of the 9 century says: 
stag alin Geiligon 6 
Sin warth ther ه7‎ 
„Say your thanks to All Saints, 
For his was the victory in the battle.“ 
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demanded tribütes from the provinces they had invaded and 
subdued. This last Carlovingian king, unable to avert the 
disasters of his subjects already growning under the sway and 
servitude both of internal and foreign tyrants, died when 
scarcely 18 years of age and unmarried. 

His tomb is to be seen at Ratisbonne. 


1. Conrad L, 
"E ue A. D. 911 — 918, | ۱ 
born of a high Francic family of the Lahn country, related 
to the Carlovingian house, was recommended to the royal 
dignity, probably at Forchheim *), by Otto, duke of Saxony. 
He contrived boldly to maintain the political unity of the 
Teutonic nation by which the German tribes had been bound 
to each other in the course of the former century; yet, though 
he was strongly assisted in his exertions by the clergy, 
he did not succeed so well as he deserved; because 
the desolating inroads of the Hungarians, the rebellions of 
. the dukes of Swabia, Bavaria and Saxony, and the defection 
of Lorraine were threatening destruction to the establi- 
shed Francic state of Germany and preparing to king Con- 
rad a succession of misfortunes and struggles.which lasted 
as long as he lived. Having received a wound in a battle 
against Arnulph the Wicked of Bavaria, and 0 
some time under its effects, he -ended his life by an act for 
which the Teutonic nation ought to show his memory the 
utmost gratitude. In order to reconcile the mighty tribe of 
the Saxons who appeared always hostile to the unity of the 
empire, he advised that his enemy, Henry, duke of Saxony, 
should be selected as successor to his throne, in spite of the 
pride and glory of his own house and tribe; and he ordered 
his brother Eberhard to carry to Henry the ornaments of 


*) It would be a great error to believe that the East Frank or 
Teutonic empire had become elective at that time, after having 
been an hereditary state, which has been falsely repeated by 
several authors of historical compendia. 
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the imperial dignity; wherupon, to the general affliction of 
his Frank subjects, he ended a life he had incessantly de- 
voted to the duties of his high calling. He left no male 
descendants. 

His burial took place at Fulda, or, as others believe, 
at Weilbourg. | ۱ 

Married to: Cunegund, of Swabia the widow of Luit- 

pold, duke uf Bavaria. 


SAXON EMPERORS AND KINGS. 
8. Henry L the Fowler. ' 


A D. 919 一 6 


duke of Saxony, called the Fowler, because, as they. say, 
he was employed in bird-catching when he received. the 
news of his nomination as King. He was by his mother’s 
side a grand-son of Louis the German. He was elected 
by the Franks and Saxons at Fritzlar and afterwards ack- 
nowledged by the other tribes. He ruled his people with 
the energy of an excellent king of the Franks *). He accusto- 
med his subjects to war; he caused fortresses to be built 
and the name of the Germans to be feared by their ene- 
mies. He reduced in several bloody battles the Sclavi 
to subjection, fought successfully against France; united 
again Lorraine to the Teutonic empire; routed the Hunga- 
rians near Merseburg (933), to whom, after the truce had 
expired, he sent an old mangy dog instead of the tribute; 
remained victorious in Denmark, where he organized the 
Mark of Sleswick as a frontier province of the German 
empire. It is also to him that the Germans are indebted to 


*) Henry the Fowler and his immediate successors had the title of 
nKings of Franks“ like their predecessors; and that name was 
kept up by the Teutonic monarchs to the time when they were 
afterwards called „Kings of the Romans“ or „Roman Kings.“ 
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for the building of towns in the northern parts of their ۰ 
Generally speaking king Henry I. displayed during his reign 
an activity and a strength which entitled him to be called 
one of the most renowned and successful monarchs of the 
Teutonic empire; for the decided unity of the monarchical 
power had been prepared and made possible by him, an 
undertaking that has been completely realized only by 
his successor, though his influence was not so powerfal in 
the southern parts of Germany (among the Almains and 
Bavarians) as it must necessarily have been in the North on: 
account of his dignity as duke of Saxony, or in the central 
dominions; where the greatest part of the royal estates were 
to be found. — His tomb is to be seen at Quedlinbourg. 


Married to: 1.) Hadbourg, the daughter of a count of 
Mersebourg, whom he divorced; 2.) Mathilde, the 
daughter of a count ofRingelheim, the virtuous and 
much esteemed mother ofthe emperor Otho the Great. 


9. Otho L, the Great. 


۱ A. D. 936 一 8, 
Otho 1., having been recommended by his father, as 


` his successor to the sovereignty, to the exclusion of his 


elder brother Thankmar, was elected and crowned at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, in which city the coronations of German mo- 
narehs generally took place after this period. — Gifted by 
nature with all the talents necessary to a great king and 
a distinguished general, but of a haughty and harsh 


' temper, he was shortly after his accession to the throne 


engaged in contests against his mighty vassals who saw 
with displeasure the increasing power of royalty; but in 
spite of all the efforts of his bold enemies he proved always 
victorious and obtained by force submission and obedience 
from his next relatives and the other princes. Many of his ad- 
versaries had perished in the course of that fatal struggle; 
others (like his brother Henry, at Frankfort, 942) returned 
to their allegiance and implored his pardon. On the other 
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hand he promoted the influence of the ecclesiastical digni- 
taries, in order to check, by their assistance, the power of 
the secular lords; he displayed also great strength and 
energy in opposing his external enemies. After having se- 
cured Alsatia, into which the French had made an incur- 
sion at the beginning of the war, and established himself 
in Lorraine, he marched his army into France to the assis- 
tance of the king of France himself, to whom he had 
been reconciled, against his rebellious vassals, delivered 
him from his captivity, conquered the city of Rheims and 
appeared before Rouen, (946); but not being able to take 
this latter town, he caused a treaty to be made between 
the struggling parties, he afterwards settled the affairs of 
Burgundy and being called to help the oppressed he 
defeated Berenger II., king of Italy, 951; and when that 
usurper broke his oath of fidelity, he subdued him a second 
time and sent him as a prisoner to Germany. — The fatal 
consequence of that victory was the renewed union of Italy 
with Germany, and Otho, now in possession of the Roman 
imperial crown, 962, which, since the reign of Arnulph, 
had become the prey of Italian tyrants and had never 
adorned the head of a Teutonic king, maintained with full 
strength his power on the other side of the Alps. As a pro- 
tector of the church he deposed both Pope and Anti-pope 
compelled the Romans to submit to his power and after de- 
feating the Greeks in several battles, in South Italy, concluded 
with them a most honorable treaty of peace. But his ex- 
peditions were not limited only to the western or southern 
countries, for after a long struggle he again compelled Bo- 
hemia to submit to the German empire, a country «which 
had formerly been tributary to some of his ancestors, but 
which had lately endeavoured to assert its independence, 
while in the North ‚East of his dominions there were terrible 
enemies, who were all obliged to submit to his sway. The 
victorious German king advanced in Denmark to the Otho- 
sund, so called after the emperor's name, 947; he forced 
the king of that country to submit and to become a convert 
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to Christianity *). As for the Hungarians, the emperor's 
great victory over them in the valley of the river Lech, 
near Augsbourg, 955, put completely an end to their in- 
vasions; on the north-east boundaries of his dominions he 
repulsed the Sclavi, conquered all the territories to the 
right‘ bank of the Oder, established bishoprics at Branden- 
bourg, Posen and other places; was, finally acknowledged 
as Protector of Poland. He died at the time when he was 
occupied with the organisation of his 501970216 conquests, 
and terminated his reign in the full enjoyment of his power, 
leaving to his suecessors the most brilliant of the Christian 
thrones, though at the same lime the most enveloped with 
dangers According to his last wishes, his burial place is at 
Magdebourg, to which he had been particularly partial; his 
tomb is inscribed with a short latin epitaph of the following 
tenour: | 


„Three reasons for mourning are concealed under this 
stone, he was a king, the glory of his country, and the 
ornament of the Church.“ 


During Otho's reign silver-mines were discovered in the 
Harz mountains, and the working of mines begun. 
Married to: 1.) Editha, daughter of an Anglo-Saxon 
king; 2.) Adelaide of Burgundy, widowed queen 
of Italy and mother to Otho II. 


10, Otho IL, the Red. 
A. D. 973 — 983 


‘son of the former, consecrated at Aix-la-Chapelle and at 
Rome during the life of his father, forced his cousin Henry 
of Bavaria to submit to his power, waged war with Den- 
mark and made the conquest of its frontier wall, 974; fought 
against the Sclavi of the eastern March, afterwards against 


‘ *) For the Danish wars and the relations in which that land stood 
with Germany, see: „Dahlman’s History of Denmark.“ T. ï. pag. 
69, 80, 83, 91, 231 etc. 
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France on account of the possession of Lorraine, advanced 
to Paris (978), laying waste the whole country on his march, 
and succeeded in preserving Lorraine to the German impe- 
rial crown, but not without having received some severe 
blow on his retreat; he made also an expedition into Italy, 
but after having been successful in his war against the 
Greeks, he was completely defeated by their allies, the 
Saracens, at Basantello near Tarento, 982. At the peril of 
his own life he succeeded in escaping from captivity by lea- 
ping into the sea from a Grecian ship and reaching the 
shore and his party by his efforts in swimming. He died 
soon after this event at Rome, where his tomb is to be seen. 


Married to: Theophania, daughter of the Greek emperor 
Romanus II. 


11. Otho III, 
A. D. 983 — 1002, 


son of the former, destined -from his childhood to succeed 
his father, was educated and taught by highly distinguished 
men, as Bernward, Meinwerk and Gerbert, and, in the ten- 
der years of his infancy, he was praised as ,the wonder 
of the age“ for his talents and intelligence. Yet the royal 
child was threatened with many dangers, for the French, 
the Danes, and even the Sclavonians contrived to make his 
minority a source of advantage to themselves, and Henry 
the Quarrelsome, duke of Bavaria, went so far as to take 
the young king a prisoner and contrived to usurp the supreme 
power. But shortly after that event, Henry was forced to 
submit, and did homage to the young king at Frankfort 
where the court resided, 885; the archbishop of Mentz, Wi- 
ligis, carried on the affairs of the state with the greatest abi- 
lities, and the enemies of the empire within were forced to 
keep in the bounds of submission. Under the direction 
of his mother, Theophania, the daughter of a Greek empe- 
ror, and .of his granmother, Adelaide of Burgundy, king 


Otho III. early showed a propensity to foreign habits and 
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Nihil impense ames ita fiet utin nullo contristeris. 


15 


an especial predilection to the roman-byzantine court/ashion. 
When he had become capable of waging war himself, he 
went three different times at short intervals to Italy (in the 
years 996, 997 and 1000), and was crowned by the pope 
(996); but notwithstanding his predilection for the city of 
Rome, by which he felt induced to fix his permanent resi- 
dence in that sacred town, the Romans rebelled several 
times against him and provoked him to cruel actions of re- 
venge, quite unworthy of an emperor. True it is, that sub- 
mission followed immediately each revolt; but Otho III. 
derived no advantage from it, as, when scarcely 22 years 
of age, he died at Paternum; his premature death is said 
to have been caused by: poison administered (in gloves) 
by Stephania, the widow of Crescentius, leader of the de- 
magogues. ۱ ۱ 

In consequence of his wishes uttered in his last mo- 
ments, he was buried iu the choir of the Virgin Mary in 
the cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Otho III. was unmarried. 


12. Henry IL, surnamed the Saint, 


A. D. 1002 — 1024, 


a relative of the former, elected and consecrated by the Ba- 
varians and Franks at Mayence, afterwards recognized by 
the other German tribes and raised to Charlemagne's throne 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, waged war without success against Bo- 
leslas Chrobri of Poland; made three expeditions to Italy 
where Ardouin, marquis of Ivrea, contested Henry's right 
to the iron erown of the Lombards, though the latter had 
been consecrated king at Pavia in the year 1004; he then 
received the imperial crown at Rome from the hands of the 
Pope, 1014, expelled the Greeks and their partizans from 
Capua, Benevento, Salerno and other places of Lower-Italy 
and disposed of those countries as a sovereign, 1022; he 
was a zealous favourer of the clergy — (to whom he gave a 
particular proof of his attachment at the concil of Frankfort) — 
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to the prejudice of the imperial power *); renounced in favour of 
the apostolical see important privileges of the imperial dignity, 
and after his death was received with his consort among the 
number of the Saints. — He died childless. — His tomb is preser- 
ved in the cathedral of Bamberg, which was built by him, 
Henry II. was the last of the Saxon house, which had glo- 
riously ruled the German nation during a whole century. 
Married to: Cunegund of Luxembourg. 


FRANCONIAN EMPERORS **). 
SALIC HOUSE. ` 


13. Conrad IL, the Salic, 
A. D. 1024 — 1089. 


descended from a ducal house of the Rhenish Franks, elec- 
ted in a convention of the Teutonic nation convoked in the 
fields between Worms and Mayence, on both banks of the 
Rhine, as the walls of a town would not have been able 
to contain so numerous an assembly. The Saxons with their 
neighbours, the Selavonian tribes, the Bavarians, the Ostra- 
sians and Swabians had pitched their tents on the right 
shore of the stream; the Ripuarian Franks, the tribes of 
North- and South-Lorraine were on the left; and all these 
tribes, though differing in manners, language, arms and 
dress, were, like brethren, solemnly united for one and the 
same great purpose-the election of their king. — Having 
received the royal crown at Mayence aud ascended the 
throne of Charlemagne at Aix-la-Chapelle, he travelled ۰ 


*) Sometimes the emperor himself was aware of it. See ,Justifi- 
cative passages of Hahn's History of the emperors vol. II. pag. 
203. Not. z. | | 

* Or rather „Frank Emperors,“ 


~ == 


E y پک‎ 
è : s = 
> NS ۲ و‎ 5 
| = met mm nn ٹیو ای‎ 
> - - - - e مت‎ un کے‎ 9 m one = «ae o 5 5 -— + 5 - 
- - - x * 
5 55 a ا‎ ۰ 5 5 . - . 
۴ PI ورو ۹ ` مر‎ a ic 
8 5 ， 2 0 5 5 = " 
id . .. hd 3 5 ۳ - : 3 2 Pd bd 
e 7 u 一 ` - ۹ ع چو 5 سن‎ DOMI 
: x 
= = DE 5 ees 5 AS ریا‎ ET mes وی‎ indem 


ss e ea a D ےی و سه‎ mn Gt. سے“‎ i A3 os SRA i.‘ کہ‎ SEE DL + نے اہ سے‎ SER د«‎ TAC 


- » rn y A 
ome د‎ * eg È Ù 32 

eo cae na N سر د‎ fu 3 € M 
z 5 3 è ea , ابی‎ ۱ 

٤‏ په ACA UE T 7 i‏ : مه دږ و 

a une 3 7 7‏ ځا 4 وه 


steal see د‎ oranti enges of the imperia! CLs 

ite ter dus dead: was recived Wit his eops nt amora 
Se ered the sant Ped ehibailess — His tombais pr 
tan tee œn لقنت‎ (0! Bamberr, which was bunt by | 
a di ces the toto أن‎ the Savoa heise. winch ۶ 

resis n a the دا‎ auan naton durato a whew cenis. 


Ree of the pue tial power $): renounced in foso 


sd loc € ie gun of Lusxcabourg.‏ ؟ 
E IRA af: 8 + 1 ۹ y ¥‏ 
EMPERCAS °).‏ ام 
SALIC HOUSE.‏ 
Conrad IL, the Salic,‏ .32 
A. D. 1024 — 1039.‏ 
desectuled ٣۰ a deeal heise of the Rhenish Franks, en.‏ 
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) Sc oetimes the emperor himaclf was aware of it. See „Juw > 
£o] passages of Hahn's li:story of the emperors voi II. ; 
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‘+ wr rather „Frank Emperors,“ 
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through all his dominions in order to insure to himself the 
attachment of his subjects and to terrify his adversaries. He 
then went ‘with a powerful army to Italy, which country 
he compelled to submission; in the year 1027 he was crow- 
ned at Rome by the Pope. In consequence of a treaty, he 
abandoned to the Danes the march of Sleswick; nor was his 
expedition against the Hungarians very successful. But on 
the north - east part of his dominious he was happier and 
succeeded in compelling the Poles to the arrangement he 
made in their country. In the mean time he effected the 
union of the kingdom of Burgundy with the German empire, 
a plan which his predecessor Henry II. prepared; he after- 
wards secured this conquest against Otho, count of Tours, 
Chartres and Champagne and his partisans, having un- 
‘ dertaken several expeditions against them (from 1032 
to 1034) and established the supremacy the Germans 
over a large portion of the modern southern of France 
to the Mediterranean sea. — Conrad II. is renowned 
among the rulers of his period not only for his success- 
ful wars, but also for his talent in governing with power 
and dignity his immensely extensive dominions. Every- 
where we find him displaying an indefatigable activity, now 
in Germany, now in Burgundy or Italy; his actions we must 
confess were not always without selfish ends, but his prin- 
cipal aim was to promote order, justice and civilization in 
the state; and whilst the truce of God, which he caused to 
be kept sacredly, restrained in some way the eagerness for 
feuds at that period, the majesty of the monarch bent wi- 
thout distinction of rank or family ties the bold resistance of 
disloyal princes and prelates. In such a way, for instance, 
his anger was felt by Gebhard, his own brother. at the 
assembly of the states at Frankfort (1029), but still more by 
his stepson, Ernest duke of Swabia, (the pretender to Bur- 
gundy) whom the emperor had put under the ban (1030), 
as aleo by Heribert of Milan, who had won Conrad's favour 
by some eminent services, but who had not been kind and 
prudent enough to preserve it. Yet Heribert's escape from 
2 : 
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prison and his open rebellion involved the emperor in a 
serious contest, and after having confirmed in the fields of 
Milan the descendibility of the Iialian fiefs, he was devi- 
sing for able means to increase his authority, and, when re- 
turned to Germany, he made immediately the most energetic 
preparations. But death suddenly prevented*the execution 
of his designs; for Conrad, after a short disease, expired at 
his royal palace of Utrecht, rather too early for the welfare 
of the German empire, which lost in him one of its wor- 
thiest rulers. According to his last wishes he was entombed 
at Spire, his favourite dwelling-place, in the cathedral he had 
himself founded. 


Married to: Gisela of Swabia, widowed duchess of 
that country, a lady of the most elevated mind 
who devotedly assisted her imperial consort till the 
last day of his life with advice and succour. 


14 Henry lll., the Black, 


A. D. 1039 — 1056, 


son of the former, crowned at Aix -la- Chapelle during his 
father's life and a worthy successor on his well established 
throne, received the oath of allegiance of Heribert duke of 
Milan; repressed the rebellions ofthe dukes of Bohemia and 
Lorraine, of the count of Holland and of some lords of Ger- 
many and Burgundy, waged war with the Hnngarians and 
eompelled them to submit to him as their liege-lord (1045), 
made use of his imperial right in his transactions with 
Denmark, and at his interview with the king of France 
at Iyois defended the honour of his nation as an illus- 
trious monarch and a noble and valiant knight (1056) *). 
— Henry showed likewive the supremacy of his talents 


*) See „Hahn’s History of the Emperors. Vol. III pag. 22. .Lam- 
bert of Aschaffenbourg says ad Ann 1056: that, when the em- 
peror Henry III. had an interview at Ivois with king Henry I. 
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for government in his transactions with the clergy;. in 
consequence of a dissension which took place at Rome, 
he caused the apostolic throne to remain vacant and de- 
signated for that dignity a German priest, who, when 
elected, put the imperial crown on Henry's head (1046). 
After this Pope's deccase, he still recommended Germans 
for his successors, whilst he always contrived to for- 
ward, as much as possible, the church-discipline and to en- 
courage the progress of science. He succeeded in procuring 
the empire such an internal peace and tranquillity as it had 
never enjoyed since Charlemagne, and raised the imperial 
authority to its greatest elevation; for his power was almost 
absolute, and his dominions extended from the mouth of the 
Rhone to the Oder, and from the Eider to the Tiber. Yet 
he appears sometimes too severe in the exercise of his 
power, partieularly against of the Saxons, to whom he 
showed his utmost displeasure when they proved hostile © 
to him, as they did to almost all the Franconian emperors. 


The rapid energy with which the Hungarians shook off 
the yoke of feudality, the rebellion of Lusatia and the in- 
creasing power of the Norman state in Lower-Italy, but 
chiefly the first prognostics of a resistance to the imperial 
power emanating from the Roman court, were now presa- 
ging future troubles. But, by the too early death of his ener- 
getic monarch, the state was suddenly deprived of its su- 
rest and strongest support, and Charlemagne’s crown was 
now put on the head of a child. — Henry’s was buried at 
Spire. — 


Married to: 1.) Cunihilda, the daughter of Canute the 
Great of Denmark. 2.) Agnes of Poitou, mother 
to Henry IV. 


of France, and the latter had reproached to the former, (proba- 
bly on aecount of Lorraine); the emperor had challenged the 
king of France to single combat, but that the latter disap- 
peared the following night (prozimá nocte fugá lapsus). 

2 * 


15. Henry IV., 
A. .ظ‎ 1056—1106, 


son of the former. He was consecrated king at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle in the fourth year of his age, and was only six years 
old when, on the decease of his father, he ascended the 
throne. He was a great sufferer by the utter confusion into 
which the state fell during his minority; for the care of his 
childhood was wrested from his mother by ambitious princes; 
his education, of course, was entirely neglected; and worse 
still perverted by the exertions of Adalbert of Bremen. 
The consequence of which was that, when arrived at the 
age of manhood, he gave way to arbitrary power, to extra- 
vagancies and follies, which were strongly opposed by the 
princes and the pope's legate in the imperial diet of Frank- 
fort, where Henry declared his intention of divorcing his 
queen Bertha. Shortly after this convention of the states, 
the discontent of the nation became general, the Saxons 
were again inflamed to rebellion; but the most terrible an- 
tagonist of the king was the celebrated pope Gregory VII., 
who desired to free the church from the temporal authority 
of laymen; that is, to deprive all princes of the power of 
investing bishops with the ring and crosier, the symbols by 
which the pope himself conferred the spiritual authority (In- 
vestiture). King Henry had sold the spiritual dignities or 
conferred them on unworthy men. — Gregory and Henry 
were both too swift in recurring to extreme measures; but 
when the Romish anathema had dissolved the bonds, alrea- 
dy loose, of obedience of the emperor's subjects, Henry, 
abandoned by his friends since the rebel chiefs’ mecting at 
Trebur, resolved to procure the repeal of the excommunica- 
tion which he obtained by setting for three days at the po- 
pes gate at Canossa, barefooted and clad in coarse wollen. 
— Encouraged, however, by numerous proofs of attachment 
in Italy, Henry soon began to retrace his steps; he assem- 
bled all his partisans in Lombardy and Germany, led them 
from one battle to another, conquered Rome, and, after 
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‘having banished the refractory pontiff, he had himself crow- 
ned by the antipope Clement III. (1084), and continued du- 
ring the following thirty years to oppose the excommunica- 
tions and anti-emperors. He was cherished chiefly by his 
Rhenish and Franconian subjects as a humane and mild mo- 
narch, and was always intrepid in battles and perils. — 
All his anti-emperors died in a tragical manner: 


1) Rodolphus of Swabia, was slain in the battle (1080) 
by the faithful general of the emperor, Godfrey of Bouillon *), 
duke of Lower Lorraine. 

2) Hermann of senior abandoned by his partisans, 
died an unnatural death (1088). 

3) Ekbert of Misnia; was slain even before his elec- 
tion, and 

4) Conrad, son of the emperor, perished in Italy in 
the prime of his life (1101). 

But even the younger son of the emperor, Henry, to 
whom he had always shown a fond affection and whom he 
had caused to be elected his successor instead of Conrad, 
was animated by the spirit of rebellion, fomented through 
the religious contest. Induced by spiritual and temporal in- 
stigators he assembled an army and advanced against his 
father, whom he met near Coblentz. From thence, the son 
attracted his father to Bingen under the pretence of repen- 
tance and reconciliation ; but on his arrival there the latter was 
taken prisoner and carried to a castle in the vicinity; then, 
by threatening to put him to death, his captors compelled 
him to deliver the ornaments and marks of the imperial dig- 
nity and afterwards forced him to abdicate at Ingelheim. 
Henry IV., forsaken and exiled, arrived at Liege, where 
he yet ‘found some partisans. The citizens of Cologne took 
arms in his favour, but death freed him from further strug- 


*) He descended from a French family, but was a prince of the 
German empire. In the year 1099 he conquered Jerusalem, as 
a commander in the first Crusade. 
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gles. „Thy inheritance is but small, for thou hast left me 
nothing!“ were the last words he sent to his son. — Yet his 
remains did not come to rest for some time. His corpse 
was first deposed in the church of St.-Lambert at Liege; but 
it was untombed, as an excommunication was still weighing 
upon the deceased, and deposed on an island of the Meuse. 
` Afterwards the emperor's remains were brought to Spire, 
where the faithful citizens received them with funeral pomp 
and deposed them in a coffin in St. Afra's chapel; 
but it was only five years later, when the pope's absolution 
had arrived, that the coffin was placed within that cathe- 
dral he had himself finished and richly endowed; his son 
and many princes and lords assisted at his last but magni- 
ficent funeral rites. 


Married to: 1.) Bertha, margravine of Susa, who re- 
turned many injnries with faithfulness and love. 


. 2.) Praxedis, also named Agnes or Adelaide, a — 


Russian princess, who fled from her imperial 
consort. — 


16. Henry ۷۰, 
A. D. 1106—1125, 


son of the former. — Disloyal and violent as his procedings 


appeared when he aspired to the paternal throne, his whole 


life is stamped with the same character. He proved, howe- 


ver, ¿cunning and valiant in battles; he soon, therefore, ven- . 


tured to commence a struggle against his external enemies, 
the rebellious lords of his own kingdom and the apostolic 
chair, in which sruggle he gained some advantage, but was 
not entirely successful. His expeditions against the Hunga- 
rian and Poles met neither failure nor vietory, and shortly 
after ‘these wars he was engaged in many contests against 
the lords of the empire, who had great reason to distrust 
him, for he behaved towards them in very harsh and: illibe- 
ral manner (as he had done on the assembly of the states 
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at Frankfort towards the Count Palatine Siegfried). Sad 
contests led to many bloody struggles with the rebellious 
Saxons. Meanwhile the old controversy with the Roman 
pontiff nourished and fomented every other division. — 
Nevertheless, Henry knew how to maintain his imperial au- 
thority, and, following the example of his father, he oppo- 
sed with energy the pretensions asserted by the Roman 
chair. He crossed the Alps with a strong army and over- 
coming every resistance entered Rome, where he was recei- 
ved with great solemnities. But in the very moment the 
festivities of the coronation had begun, the disputes about 
the investiture broke out again, and Henry, who did not 
care about the means, provided he succeeded in his object, 
ordered Pope Paschal II. and all the cardinals to be seized 
at the very altar of St. Peter, dispersed the crowds of re- 
volted citizens of Rome and compelled his prisoners, whom 
he had taken with him out of the town, to grant him the 
power of investiture and the coronation of the emperor 
(1111). But afterwards the excommunications af several sy- 
nods followed him to Germany. He then returned to Italy 
in order to take possession of the estates of Mathilda, the 
celebrated margravine of Tuscany, and created an anti-pope, 
who succeeded in remaining on his throne, (1118). The 
pope Gelasius, who had been elected after Paschal 8 


death, fled to France, and under the reign of his successor, 


Calixte II., the emperor signed the famous Concordat of 
Worms, which put an end to the quarrel of the investiture, 
not quite according to Gregory VII’s plan, but neither to 


the exclusive advantage of the temporal power, (Pactum 


Caliztinum, in the year 1122). 一 The emperor did not long 


enjoy the peace he had procured to his dominions; for in- 
. dignant at the difficulties which France had thrown in his 


way in the above affairs, he resolved to engage in a war 


with that country; but he was not able to realize his plan, 
as France appeared too well prepared for the combat and 
the German princes did not fecl disposed to follow him. He died 
shortly after without leaving male issue, and was therefore 
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the last emperor of the Franconian dynasty; his tomb is to 
be seen at Spire. — i 


Married to: Mathilda, daughter to king Henry I. of 
England. 


17. Lothaire, 


a. D. 1127 — 1131, 


duke of Saxony. — He had during many years proved one 
of the most powerful adversaries of the two former empe- 
rors; after Henry V’s decease he was elected at Mayence 
by the influence of the clergy, even, it is said, against his 
own will. Therefore he was submissive to the spiritual 
power and, on his election, renounced immediately the prero- 
gatives guaranteed to the imperial power by the Concordat 
of Worms; shortly after he was compelled to wage war 
against the dukes of Swabia and Francony, both descended 
from the house of Hohenstaufen and raised to their new 
dignities by the former imperial dynasty; the said dukes felt 
offended by his election. Besides, he was engaged in a war 
against Niels, king of Denmark, and his son Magnus, whom 
he forced to renew the ancient treaties of feudality, (1131). 
After long debates over the election of a pope, Lothaire 
declared himself the protector of Innocent II., whom he 
accompanied to Rome, where the new pope placed the im- 
perial crown on his head, though but the one half of the 
city had yet been conquered, (1133). After his coronation 
the emperor forced the party of the Hohenstaufen to sub- 
mission, secured his own power by means of the reasonable 
privileges he granted to the dukes, and undertook a second 
expedition against Italy, where pope Innocent, driven from 
his apostolic throne by the antipope and the Normans he 
had called to his assistance, required his succour. He then 
conquered Apulia and Calabria (1136); but, on his return to 
Germany, he was seized with a malady which terminated in a 
peasant's cottage in the Alps his laborious life, marked by 
many great actions. Lothaire died without heaving male issue. 
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— The lands he had conquered in Italy soon fell back into 
the hands of their former possessors, the Normans. 


His burial-place is to be seen at Koenigslutter, in the 
duchy of Brunswick. | 


Married to: Richenza , of a Saxon family. 


SWABIAN EMPERORS AND KINGS. 


HOHENSTAUFEN. 


18. Conrad HL, 


a. D. 1138—1152, 


duke of Francony, of the Swabian family of the Gibellines 
( Waiblinger) , or Hohenstaufen, and, by his mother, grand- 
son to the emperor Henry IV. His election, promoted ‘at 
Coblentz by the adversaries of Henry the Proud, duke of 
Bavaria and Saxony, (grand-son to Guelf or Welf IV), had 
not beenin strict conformity to law, in consequence of which 
he was soon engaged in a severe contest with Henry, who, 
being the son-in-law of the deceased emperor, and sup- 
ported by the whole powerful family of the Guelfs, relied 
upon being elected as Lothaire's successor. 


This long and bloody struggle forms a sad page of the 
history of Germany and Italy; the war-cry of both the ar- 
mies was taken from the name of their chiefs, on one side 
„Welf“ — on the other: ,, Waiblinger“; — corrupted afterwards 
into Guelf and Ghibelline, they came to signify: the former, 
an adherent of the pope, and the latter, a partisan of the 
emperor. — Yet, amidst the turmoil of party strife, Conrad 
remained faithful to humanity and honour, as the women 
of Weinsberg experienced, 
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nFor Conrad said: a kingly word is not 
to be explained in a trifling manner“ 
BÜRGER. 
(„Non decet verbum rcgium immutari 1“) 
Chron. reg. St. Pantaleon. 


and of which he gave another proof at the death of his 
enemy, by investing the latter's son with the feof of the 
duchy of Saxony. 

He was, however, destined to give another direction to 
the energetic aetivity he had till now only displayed for his 
own country. At a brilliant diet of the empire, convoked at 
Frankfort, (1142), for the pompous celebration of the nuptials 
of Henry the Prouds' widow with Henry of Austria, half- 
brother of the king, serious exhortations were suddenly ad- 
dressed to the assembly; for St.-Bernard had appeared 
among them in order to induce Conrad to join with Louis VII 
of France for a new crusade, to which undertaking the 
emperor declared himself inclined at the diet of Spire, (1146). 
After having caused his son Henry (who died before him) 
to be elected at Frankfort his successor to the German 
throne (1147), he undertook his expedition to the East; 
but he had scarcely reached Asia-Minor, when his army 
was almost reduced to nought by hunger, diseases and the 
swords of the Mussulmans; however he succeeded, after va- 
rious distresses, in retiring to Constantmople with a small 
part of his soldiery, from whence he went by sea to Syria. 
But in spite of the valour the emperor and his noble com- 
panions evinced at Damascus, all their exertions terminated 
in defeat and the emperor returned to Germany, where he 
to struggle with rebellions and where he died a few 
years afterwards, poisoned, as some say, by Roger, king 
of Sicily, who had many good motives to fear him. His 
tomb is at Bamberg near that of Henry II. It is asserted 
that he was the first German monarch who, following pro- 
bably the example of the Byzantine emperors, adopted the 
double-headed eagle as the arms of the German empire, 
whilst the former emperors and kings had in their arms 
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only one, or sometimes two single eagles, which was also 
the case in less remoted times. 


Married to: Gertrude, the daughter of a count of Sulz- 
bach, 


19. Frederic 1, Barbarossa, 


a. D. 1151 一 1190, 


duke of Swabia, nephew to Conrad, elected unanimously 
by the princes at Frankfort (of which city he was afterwards 
a great favourer and where he liked to reside) and conse- 
erated emperor at Rome on his expedition to Italy 1155, 
combated the Poles with full success, incorporated Silesia 
into the German empire, caused his authority ito be very 
influential in the contest about the succession to the throne 
of Denmark, punished with inexorable severity the excesses 
of several German Lords and, as an imperial ruler, possessed 
a strength unknown among his predecessors since the reign 
of Henry III. He was, however, soon engaged in disputes 
with the papal see, which commenced regular hostilities 
against him, shortly after the imperial diet at Besangon, where 
Otho of Wittelsbach had threatened the papal legate with 
his sword. — As now Frederic, excited by the arrogance 
of the Milanese, whom, only by forcible means; he could 
retain in subjection (1158), and misled by Roman lawyers, 
began to extend his rights of a sovereign (regalia) to the 
Lombard towns with great despotism and contrary to the 
manners and customs of the country, the pope Alexander, 
whom he had refused to recognizc, espoused the cause of 
the oppressed Italians and anathematized the emperor. On 
his side, the emperor declared himself the protector of Victor 
and a most desperate contest begun. ۱ 
During this terrible struggle Frederic took revengè for 
the deadly offences he had received by entirely destroy- 
ing the city of Milan, (1162) and a numerous army, 
frequently renewed, insured his supremacy over his enemies 
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during a long time*). But the dreadful vexations of his of- 
ficers, against whom he had neglected to secure the subjec- 
ted countries, constantly excited them to fresh rebellions. — 
He soon also saw himself engaged, without any fault of 
his in a quarrel with Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony and 
Bavaria, who once had saved his life in an action against 
the Romans, but who now, following the dictates of his ha- 
tred against the Swabian monarch, refused him his assistance 
in the most decisive moment, and caused by this defection 
the loss of the battle of Lignano (1176), in consequence of 
which defeat the emperor was compelled to yield. A recon- 
ciliation between Frederic and the pope Alexander III was 
afterwards effected at Venice (1177), but not without sacrifiees 
on the part of the imperial supremacy, and shortly after, the 
emperor signed the treaty of peace with the Lombards, who 
acknowledged his sovereignty on the same terms on which 
his: predecessors had executed it (1183). But now'the em- 
peror verited fully his anger: against Henry the Lion. The 
latter was put under ban by the imperials diets of Wurz- 
burg and Gelnhausen, (1180), lost after a strong and brave 
resistance both his duchies (Bavaria was given to Otho of 
Willelsbach, and Sazony lo Bernhard of Anhalt) and was 
compelled to leave the dominions of the German empire. 
— Meanwhile the sad news of the capture of Jerusalem by 
the Infidels reached the ears of Frederic, who in his youth 
had fought bravely in Syria for the conservation of that sa- 
cred city and felt now incited to new exploits. Although very 
near old age, he took again the cross, obtained by fighting 
with his selected army the passage through the Byzantine 
empire, crossed over to Asia-Minor, defeated the Seldshoucks 
in two battles and conquered Iconium, But his fate was to 
die in the river Saleph near Tarsus, where he bathed when 


*) During his reign, Frederic I had made six expeditions into 
Italy, in the years 1154, 1158, 1163, 1166, 1174 and 1184. So- 
metimes his stay in that country lasted several consecutive 
years. 
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he was overheated, and he did not see the holy town. — 
His remains were laid to rest at Antiochia, or, as others 
ascertain, at Tyrus. — 

Yet, according to a national tradition, Frederic Barba- 
rossa has not died, he is still living and lays plunged into 
a magic sleep n the subterranean hall of Mount Kyf- 
hausen and will awake and re-appear, when once more 
days of honour and glory shall light over the German 
nation. | 

Married to: 1) Adelaide of Vohbourg, whom he divor- 

ced; 2) Beatrix, a countess of Burgundy, mother 
of Henry VI and of king Philip. ` 


20. Henry VL, 


A. D. 1190-1197 , 


son of the former, acknowledged as Frederic’s successor 
during his father’s life, but consecrated emperor after his 
father’s death, as he made his appearence in Rome (1191); 
followed Frederic's designs of raising the imperial house and 
power, in Germany as well as in Italy, with almost the same 
talent and strength, but with a less noble mind; for he had 
only his bare interest in view instead of being concerned for 
heavenly commands, the rights of man, or his honour. Yet 
he was not successful in his attempt to make hereditary in 
his house the German crown, which by and by had beco- 
me elective, nor was he happy in his first expedition against 
Apulia and Sicily, where he contrived to claim the 
rights of his consort, a Norman princess; for Naples made 
a bold resistance, the plague destroyed his army (1191) 
and the German princes, not bound to such a military ser- 
vice, were not apt to follow him in another expedition. But. 
Henry knew how to procure himself the means of having an 
army. He found these means in the captivity of king 
Richard I, Coeur-de-Lion, confined by duke Leopold of Austria, 
` who revenged on him some offences he had received in Pa- 
lestina. He ordered the English king to be brought, bound 
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in chains, to the castle of Trifels, and, before the states 
assembled at Haguenau, he charged him with pretended 
crimes committed against the German empire and Chri- 
stianity; yet in compliance with the threatening request 
of the Guelf party and of other German*lords he set him at 
last at liberty, but not before he had received a ransom of 
one hundred thousand marks of silver. With such a sum of 
money he was enabled to raise an army, and having pro- 
cured a fleet from Genoa and Pisa by the confirmation 
of their privileges and by insidious promises, he succeeded 
in conquering Naples, Apulia, Calabria and Sicily without 
being strongly opposed (1194). He, however, committed 
there unheard of cruelties, still surpassed by new atrocities, 
when he came again to these countries inorder to repress 
these rebellious, but heavily oppressed lands. But he sud- 
denly died at Messina — (not poisoned, as it has been said) 
— and a higher power cut the thread of life to that mo- 
narch, who, scarcely 32 years of age, had assuredly not 
lived for the wellfare of mankind, but who, — had he ruled 
a longer time, would have given perhaps another direction 
to the imminent events that were destined to exerce such a 
great influence over the world. — His remains are buried 
in the cathedral of Palermo. 


Married to: Constanza, a Norman princess of Sicily. 


21. Philip, 
A. D. 1198 — 1208, 


duke of Swabia, brother to the former. After he had at- 
tempted, but without success, to preserve the crown to his 
nephew Frederic, not of age, he was himself elected by the 
adherents of his house, against the legal order consecrated 
at Mayence and afterwards at Aix-la-Chapelle. - Shortly after 
he was engaged into a war against Otho of Brunswick, elee- 
ted king by the Guelf party. He fought against him in de- 
vastating campaigns, in sieges and battles; in the beginning 
he was not successful, but afterwards he was happier and 
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at last he was victorious in a combat near Cologne (1206). 
He had, however, not been able to subdue him completely; 
besides Philip was under the weight of an excommunication, 
sentenced already by pope Celestine and renewed by Inno- 
cent III. A great coufusion in the affairs of the German 
empire was the consequence of these deplorable events to 
the prejudice of the imperial power; both the kings were 
compelled to many alienations on the expence of the empire 
and to suffer many humiliations. Thus did matters go on in 
Germany till Philip, who had been freed from the anathema 
and now expected better days, was mnrdered at Bamberg 
by Otho of Wittelsbach (the younger), induced to the crime 
by a desire of private revenge. He is buried in the royal 
choir at Spire. — It is to his prince that Bohemia owes its 
being a kingdom. 


Married to: Irene, an imperial Greek princess, also 
called Maria, who died some months after her 
imperial consort *). 


22. Otho IV, of Brunswick, 
A. D. 1908 — 1218, 


descended from the family of the Guelfs, son of Henry the 
Lion, unanimously acknowledged king on the imperial diet 
at Frankfort immediately after Philips decease. — After 
having sentenced at Frankfort the proscription of the regicide 
Otho of Wittelsbach, he undertook an expedition to Italy 
where he was consecrated emperor, (1209); but shortly af- 
ter his coronation he was excommunicated by the pope, as, 
in spite of his being a Guelf, he proved as little obedient 
to the apostolic see as ever a Ghibelline had been, and par- 
ticularly for his having made an illegal invasion against 


*) Wallher von der Vogelweide, an old German poet, called that 
princess: ,A rose without thorns, a harmless dove“ (old Ger- 
man: „Ros ane dorn, ain tube sunder gallen.) 
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Apulia. Now the adherents of the Gibellines in Germany 


broke forth and proclaimed emperor the young Frederic of 
Hohenstaufen, who made an alliance with the French and 
made afterwards in favour of the Danes the sacrifice of some 
imperial territories *). 

On his side, Otho sought for the assistance of the Eng- 
lish, with whom he had already been before on very good 
terms; afterwards, instead of remaming in Germany and de- 
fending his throne, advanced against the French at the head 
of a numerous army, gathered in the Lower-Germany, and 
succoured by a body of English soldiery. 

But, notwithstanding his personal valour, he was de- 
feated at the battle of Bovines, (1214), by which he lost a 
great - portion of his influence in Germany. Therefore he 
kept by and by far away from public affairs and devoted 
the remaining of his life to ascetic penances. He died on 
the Harzbourg, almost forgotten from the world. — He is 
buried at Brunswick. 


Married to: 1) Beatrix of Hohenstaufen, daughter of | 


king Philip; 2) Mary of Brabant. 
23. Frederic IL, 


۸. D. 1218—1250, 


king of Sicily , son of Henry VI, had been destined during 
his father's life to be his successor, afterwards he was 
disregarded on account of his being too young. Yet he 
was carefully educated by his guardian, the pope Innocent III, 
and was opposed to the emperor Otho IV by the partizans 
of the Hohenstaufen, 1212, but consecrated king at Mayence 
only in the year 1213, and afterwards (1215) crowned at 


*) In consequence of the battles of Moeln and Bornhovde, the Da- 
nes had soon after been forced to give up the said acquisitions, 
which were restored to the German empire, even during the 
reign of Frederic II. — See ,,Schlosser's Universal History 
Vol. III, 2. part, 1. division pag. 371, and 2. divis. pag. 120 
and 122, 
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Aix-la-Chapelle. After Otho's decease, his accession to the 
throne took place without auy opposition. He began his 
reign at a period full of politic commotions, and his name 
is connected with the most important events of the history 
of the Roman German empire. Many of his acts are, too, 
mentioned in the annals of Frankfort, for which city some of 
them were of a great importance. It was there that he 
kept several conventions of the states, that he caused his 
son Henry being elected Roman king, (1220); he presented 
to the citizens of the town an imperial court where they 
should build a church, called (later) St.-Leonard's *), and, 
by recalling the royal administrator, he laid the first ground 
to Frankfort's independance from a mediate power. He in- 
vested with the Palatinate of the Rhine the family of Wif- 
telsbach, (1215), who had rendered eminent services to the 
Hohenstaufen. 

At Mayence, he published a law on the public peace 
(1235). The greatest part of the German affairs were ad- 
ministered by his above mentioned son, king Henry, who 
often resided at Frankfort; and when that prince was sen- 
tenced to confinement by his father for having devised trea- 
son (1235), the emperor charged his other son Conrad 
with the same governmental affairs, (1237); for Frederic 
was the most time kept away from Germany by the politie 
commotions and the events of Italy — (he was born in the 
latter country) **). — That monarch was well ‘versed in 
sciences and in several languages, an excellent legislator 
for his kingdom of Sicily, an admirer of poetry and arts; 
besides he proved an intrepid and experienced possessor 
of the first throne of Christianity, at a period when the 
destiny of the following centuries was to be decided, strugg- 


*) It is believed that Charlemagne's palace stood once at that very 
place. 


**) Frederic II resided in Germany only from 1212 to 1220 and 
the most part of the years 1235 to 1237; he passed the other 
parts of his life in other countries. 
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ling with the utmost courage against the predominant ideas 
of his age. Thus Frederic II appears to us as one of the 
most conspicuous rulers mentioned in the history of the 
world. 

Shortly after he had been consecrated emperor at Rome 
(1220) he was engaged in coutests with the papal see; he 
had assumed the charge of great obligations towards the 
Church, which to fulfill he proved now averse; therefore he 
was anathematized by pope Gregory IX (1227). Yet he 
undertook at last the crusade he had delayed for a long 
time, freed Jerusalem from the hands of the Saracens by 
means of a treatise he concluded with the Sultan of Egypt, 
and put himself on his head the royal crown of the Holy 
Land (1229); yet his reconciliation with the pope, which 
was effectuated after his return, but not without the greatest 
difficulties, did not last for a long time. For when the 
emperor was engaged in a struggle against the Lombards 
and when, after the victory of Cortenuova (1237), he had 
made the acquisition of Sardinia and submitted all the 
cities of Upper-Italia with few exceptions, a new excommuni- 
cation was sentenced against him by the pope (1239). The 
Guelfs and the Ghibellines (among the latter the most ter- 
rible was Ezzelino III, podestà of Padua) were engaged in- 
to a furious struggle, during which they literally lacerated 
each others, and though Frederic IE had become more tem- 
perate in his forcible measures against the bishops and 
cardinals, though he had entered into negociations with 
pope Innocent IV, his endeavours remained without any 
result. 

Besides the pope sought a refuge in France; and as- 
sembled a concil at Lyons, where he declared the emperor 
had forfeited all his crowns (1245); whereupon the eccle- 
siastic princes of the empire elected Henry Raspe of Thu- 
ringia (the Priest's king). The new monarch, however, had 
not been able, in spite of his victory near Frankfort, to 
give any weight to his election; he was defeated at Ulm 
and died shortly after (1247). — Another anti-emperor was 
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elected, William of Holland, but the city of Aix-la-Chapelle 
refused to open its gates to him when he appeared to be 
consecrated; other cities followed that example, for they 
were devoted to their emperor, although he had forsaken 
Germany for Italy and had not personally appeared to their 
assistance when the Mongols invaded Silesia, but had com- 
missioned his two sons with the care of protecting his Ger- 
man dominions *). — 

Notwithstanding the great number of his enemies, his 
defeat at Parma (1248) and other adversities, Frederic II 
was a great and dreaded monarch (yet his mind had be- 
come gloomy and suspicious) until the end of his life, and 
when the report of his decease had reached across the Alps, 
the German, during a long time, whould not believe such a 
melancholy report. 

Even in our days we are not able to give an exact 
and detailed account of his death, as the nutices transmit- 
ted to us upon that subject are very contradictory. His re- 
mains are buried at Palermo. He has been married three 
times: 

1. with Constanza of Arragony, 

2. Yolanda of Jerusalem, mother to Conrad IV. 

3. Isabella of England; 


and the great number of his sons seemed to promise him a 
long lineage. 

But fate had decided upon the destruction of his house 
and after his death the last hopes of the re-establishment 
of a central imperial power, kept by the emperors in former 
centuries, disappeared for ever. ‘The German empire, the 
monarchical unity of which had insensibly been dissolved 
by the rapid extinction of several imperial families; by the 
exertions of the emperors in extending their dominions abroad 


*) That event happened in the year 1241. It was very fortunate 
for the German countries that, after the battle of Liegnitz, the 
Mongols retired through Moravia and Hungaria. 
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and in the struggles with the Church, presented at last 
to us a body composed of a great number of larger and 
smaller states, the members of which were very seldom dis- 
posed to act in unity for the common interest of all, and 
the chief of which was an elected king or emperor who fre- 
quently had not the power to -force his subjects to obedience. 
Seven princes-electors *) enjoyed from that time an exclu- 
sive right of electing the sovereign, whilst the feudal pos- 
sessions the states had been invested with had become he- 
reditary since near almost two centuries, and ¿he sove- 
reignty (Landeshoheit) of the princes, legally acknowledged 
by Frederic I1 **), was now fully established. 

In Francony and Swabia the ducal dignity had ceased 
with the extinction of the lineage of the Hohenstaufen, and 
the knights of those dominions and on the banks of the 
Rhine were now immediate seigniors, and many of the cities 
had gained their independance from any medial power in 
the Empire. 

In general, the public affairs had taken a different di- 
rection, partly by the adoption of some Roman laws, but 
still more so by divers other motives. Even the spiritual 
life and the mind of the Germans, which had been stam- 
ped, at least among the higher Franks, with chivalrous and 
poetical character by the intercourse with foreign nations 
as well as by the crusades, undertaken and commanded per- 
sonally by the Swabian emperors, and which had been 
excited by means of the most beautiful language in the 
new form of the „Song of the Niebelungen“, were now 
destined to follow a new course. The songs of the 
ور‎ Minnesaengers“ hushed by and by, and even music, 
that beloved sister of poetry, since the improvements of 


*) Frequently there were only six electors; yet since the Thirty- 
Years- War there had been eight; afterwards nine; then eight 
again and quite at the end of the existence of the German em- 
pire there were ten. 

**) By means of two Privileges, the one dated from ,, Frankfort 
1220 , the other dated from ,,Udine, 1232.“ 
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Franco of Cologne *), who had operated great reforms in 
that art, remained a long time stagnant in Germany with- 
out any further remarkable improvements. — The most 
conspicuous learned German of the middle-age, Albertus 
Magnus, who was the most celebrated among the Scholastics, 
belongs to that very period of transition. But the commo- 
nalties began insensibly to rise and with them, commerce, 
trade, architecture and other arts. Assisted by its natural 
vital strength and the protection of Heayen, the German na- 
tion now succeeds -in finding its way to its new destinies 
through all those political difficulties. 


INTERREGNUM. 
a. D. 1250 — 1273. 
Kings who were not generally acknowledged, or whose 
authority was not respected in every part of the German 


empire **): 
1. Conrad IV., Frederic 118 valiant son, perished in Italy 


(1250 — 1254), 
2. William of Holland, slain by the Frieslanders (1250 — 
1256). 


3. Richard of Cornwall, brother of king Henry III of 
England; the German electors sold him the title of a 
Roman king, but were not able to confer on him the 
power connected with that dignity (1257—1272), 


= 


*) See ,Forkel's History of Music. Vol. 11. pag. 390 and the fol- 
lowing. 

**) All their dispositions relative the concerns and possessions of 
the empire, when they had not been confirmed by the majori- 
ty of the electors, were declared illegal by an imperial edict 
of Rodolph I. — Thereforc their portraits did not find a place 
among the emperors of our Imperial Hall. — See ,,Senkenberg’s 
Recesses of the Empire, Vol. I pag. 37. 
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4. Alfonso X. king of Castile, elected in the year 1257, 
a foreigner, as well as Richard, but he never came to 
Germany. 


Decline of the family of the Hohenstaufen, as well as of the 
German dominion in Italy. — 


Enzio, a son of Frederic IL, when 24 years of age, was 
taken a prisoner by the Bolognese at the battle uf 
Fopalta and never recovered his liberty; he died in 
his prison after a captivity of 23 years (1272). 

Manfred, a natural son to Frederic II., king of Naples, 
was killed in the battle of Benevento (1266). 

Conradin, son of Conrad IV., was beheaded at Naples 
with his young friend Frederic of Baden-Austria (1268); 
he was only 16 years of age. 


Almost the whole Germany was annoyed by anarchy 
and swordlaw, but the Confederation of the Cities, of the 
Rhine preserved the peace in those countries. It was at 
that period that the erection of the cathedral of Cologne 
had begun, that the splendid cathedral of Freibourg in 
Breisgau was almost achieved, and that Ervin of Steinbach 
had drawn his plan of the incomparable front- building of 
the cathedral of Strasbourg, splendid structures which soon 
after spread-the fame of German architecture over the 
whole Europe. — It was about that same time that several 
cities of North-Germany laid the first ground of the Hanse 
League, which, by degrees, became so very powerful in the 
northern seas; and the knights of the Teulonic-Ordre settled 
in Prussia after a long and bloody struggle with the natives. 
That land had been inhabited mostly by German tribes 
many centuries ago, and now a new colony of the same 
nation came into it under the protection of the said knight- 
hood and of the ,,Brethren of the Sword“, who long before 
conquered also Livony and Courland; yet in order to main- 
tain themselves in their possessions, the knights were com- 
pelled to undertake those bloody, but frequently glorious 
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wars against the Poles, Lithuanians and Russians, which 
tasted, yet not without interruptions, until the following 
centuries. 


EMPERORS AND KINGS OF DIVERS HOUSES. 


HAPSBURG — NASSAU — LUXEMBURG — AUSTRIA 
— BAVARIA — SCHWARZBURG — PALATINATE. 


24. Rodolphus L, 


A. D. 1273 — 1291, 


count of Hapsburg, a castle situated now a days in Swi- 
tzerland, elected at Frankfort by the electors and consecra- 
ted at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

By his prudence, courage aud good luck, he succee- 
ded in re-establishing in some degree the unity of the im- 
perial power in Germany, which had become loose, as well 
as the security of the highways. He destroyed a number of 
castles which were little else than retreats for brigands, 
compelled rebellious lords to submission; among the latter 
is chiefly mentioned Offocar, king of Bohemia (1276), who 
paid his repeated rebellion with his life in the battle of the 
Marchfield (1278). He made for his own house the acqui- 
sition of Austria, caused the royal authority to be again 
respected in a part of Burgundy, for which affairs he refu- 
sed proudly the intervention of France, convocated depulies 
of the cities for discussing the affairs of the imperial state, 
promoted the usage of the German language by writing in 
that tongue the imperial decrees, for which to that very time 
the Latin tongue alone had been made use of, and in ma- 
ny respects he had the glory of bemg — a successful in- 
novator of the German empire. — Yet his noble task re- 
mained unfinished; for his wish of causing his son Albert to 
be recognized at Frankfort as his successor and of securing 
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in such a way the royal power had not been fulfilled 
by the electors, who did not like to see again the too much 
increasing supremacy of the imperial power. Rodolphus, 
wounded to the quick by this refusal, left that city (to which 
he had granted many favours) and ‘soon after he died at Ger- 
mersheim, deeply regretted by his countrymen to whom he 
had devoted all his activity and strength without turning, 
like most of his predecessors had done, his ambition to Ita- 
ly. — His tomb is to be seen among „the emperors at Spire“ 
to whom he had just come nearer in the presentment of his 
death. 


Married to: 1) Anna of Hochberg, mother to the em- 
peror Albert 1.; 2) Agnes of Burgundy. 


25. Adolphus, 
A. D. 1292—1298, 


count of Nassau, a brave warrior, but of very little 
political influence, was elected under very extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, for the electors, in order to avoid the appea- 
rance of hereditary right to the imperial crown, had refused 
to appoint Albert, the son of Rodolphus. He endeavoured 
to make for his own house the acquisition of Thuringia and 
Misnia, but the princes of these dominions, Frederic wilh 
the bitten Cheek and Tiezmann defended their rights with 
success and Adolphus had lost by that undertaking a great 
part of his royal influence. — | 

Moreover, he was engaged in a contest with the impe- 
rious archbishop of Mayence, Gerhard, who had helped him 
to his accession on the throne; the archbishop, in alliance 
with other electors, declared Adolphus’ throne forfeited and 
opposed to him a mighty rival. — Yet Adolphus was end- 
bled to gather round him a great number of adherents 
among the citizens of his faithful Rhenish towns, — many 
citizens of Frankfort, too; — and at Goellheim, near Worms, 
a battle was engaged, in which king Adolphus, wounded 
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by the sword of his adversary, of Albert himself, fell from 
his horse and died. — His tomb is to be seen at Spire and, 
to our very days, a stone erected near Goellheim shows us 
the place where he ended his life. 


Married to: Imagina, countess of Limbourg. 


26. Albert I, 


A. D. 1298 — 1308, 


duke of Austria, son of the emperor Rodolphus I, legally 
. elected at Frankfort after Adolphus’ demise, was soon en- 
gaged into contests with pope Boniface VIII and with the 
Rhenish electors, but he opposed them with energy and was 
victorious. As his adversaries seemed to have prepared to 
him the destiny of his predecessor, he had now made them 
sensible of the strength of his power. — Onthe other side, 
he was not successful in his designs upon Thuringia, nor 
had he been able to realize many other undertakings and 
render his hereditary dominions more extensive. Soon 
after, the expulsion of the imperial bailiffs from Switzerland 
required his appearance in that country, but where he was 
treacherously murdered by his nephew John of Swabia 
and his companions. The motive of that crime was some 
offences the young prince believed to be entitled to com- 
plain of. 


„Ihe King was passing down from Stein to Baden, 
On, towards Rheinfeld, where the court resides, 
Attended by the princes John and Leopold, 

And an illustrious train of high-born nobles. 

But, when he reached the ferry of the Reuss, 

The assassins pressed themselves into the boat 

So as to separate him from his followers — 

Thence onward as, through a plough'd field, the prince 
Was riding — an old town, from Heathen times 
Renown'd, lying just below — and Habsburg's towers, 
The cradle of this noble race, in sight — 

Duke John drove deep a dagger in his neck, 

Palm pierc'd him with his lance, and Eschenbach 


Clove through his skull, that down he sank in blood, 
Murder'd, on his own soil, by his own people. 

His faithful friends, who, from the adverse shore, 
Beheld the bloody deed, could only raise 

Their unawailing cries of rage and woe; 

But a poor woman chanc’d to pass the way, 

And in her lap the Caesar bled to death.“ 


SCHILLER, Translation of WILL. PETER ۰ 


His burial p'ace is to be seen at Spire beside king 
Adolphus. 


Married to: Elizabeth of Tyrol. 


27. Henry VIL, 
A. b. 1308-1818, 


count of Luxembourg, a knight in the best sense of 
the expression, renowned through his most distinguished prow- 
ess in the lists, and generally respected for his talents and 
generous feelings, was solemnly elected at Frankfort, after 
a preparatory deliberation had been held at the castle of 
Rense; he then put under the ban of the empire the regici- 
des, as well as count Eberhard of Wurtemberg, who constantly 
opposed himself to a regulating order in the imperial do- 
minions. He invested his son John with the kingdom of 
Bohemia (1310) and then he went to Italy, in order to re- 
establish the imperial power, as during sixty-four years the 
Italians had recognized no German authority (1310). He 
made rapid progresses in his expedition there, and was 
erowned emperor at Rome amid the struggles and battles 
against the Guelf party (1312), but he grew sick du- 
ring his expedition against king Robert of Naples and died 
in the prime vf his life; some say he has been poisoned. 
His tomb is kept in his faithful city of Pisa. His soul has 
gone to the dwelling of peace, to heavenly Paradise. 

The immortal Dante, mentioning the emperor Henry VII. 
in his Divina Commedia, says: ,On yonder seat, to which 
your eyes dart eager glances, for it is already adorned with 
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an imperial crown, will be, before yourself shall enjoy the 
heavenly blessings, the resting-place for noble Henry's soul, 
who will be invested on earth with the imperial glory, and, 
- a wise legislator, will bring to Italy useful laws for ita 
happiness; yet Ausonia, not prepared *) for such a godly 
gift, will not be grateful.“ 


Married to: 1) Esther, daughter of a duke of Silesia; 
2) Margarite of Brabant. 


28. Frederic (TIL) the Fair, 
A. b. 1814 — 1330, 


duke of Austria, the son of Albert I. proclaimed king and 
elected emperor at Sachsenhausen by some electors and 


dukes, whilst only one day later) the duke of the Ba- 
varia, 


29. Louis IV. (IL) of Bavaria, 
A. D. 1814 — 1347, 


was elected by four (or five) electors on the election-ground 
near Frankfort, which city opened its gates to him and was 
of course, about to be besieged by Louis’ rival, Frederic; 
but the latter was compelled to retire for want of victuals. 
In consequence of that Louis proved always a great favou- 
rer of Frankfort, which owes to that monarch many privi- 
leges, among others its easter-fair **), and the enlargement 


*) In quel gran seggio, a che tu li occhi tieni 
Per la corona che già vi è su posta, 
Prima che tu a queste nozze ceni, 
Sederà l'alma, che fia giù augusta, 
Dello alto Arrigo, che a drizzare Italia 
Verrà in prima ch'ella sia disposta.“ 
DANTE — Paradiso; canto XXX. 


**) The fair of Frankfort held in autumn is attributed a much 
older privilege, granted in the period of the Carlovingians. 
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of the town-walls. Yet the struggle between the two rivals 
for the imperial crown lasted many years. The whole Ger- 
man nation was in a violent commotion. Frederic’s, or ra- 
ther Austria's, arms were not successful at Morgarten, the 
two competitors_of the imperial crown fought, too, a battle 
at Esslingen (1316), which remained undecided, but the con- 
test was terminated by the victory of Múhldorf, which left 
Louis sole emperor. Frederic was now the prisoner of his 
rival, and in consequence of that event history was enriched 
with the most generous strife which has ever been seen be- 
tween two competitors. ,For Frederic having recovered his 
‘liberty by means of his desisting from further claims to the 
royal dignity and by promising to combat his own party, 
felt not able to fulfill the latter of these conditions, and pre- 
ferred remaining a prisoner to draw the sword against his 
friends. Louis, admiring so generous a feeling became 
from that time his most intimate friend. Moreover, being 
. compelled to continue the war against Frederic's party, the 
emperor Louis trusted the government of the state to his 
former enemy and competitor, during his absence, and never 
found a motive to repent of having done so *).“ 

Now all the events turned to the advantage of the con- 
queror, who, though in permanent agitations, succeeded in 
opposing the intrigues of the French court, the excommuni- 
cations of the pope, allied to France, and the hostilities of 
duke Leopold of Austria. After he had put an end to his 
quarrels with king Frederic by the treatise of Munich (1325) 
and invested his eldest son with the possession of Brande- 
burg, he turned his mind towards Italy, where Robert the 
Good, king of Naples, in alliance with the papal see and 
France, was threatening the Ghibellines. In the beginning 
his expedition was successful and he was invested at Rome 
with the' imperial crown, although this transaction did not 
go on in a quite legal way (1328). Yet the repeated ex- 
communications of the pope, to whom he had opposed an 


*) See ScAiller's poem: »Dentfde Trene. (German Faith.) 
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anti-pope, the defection of the Romans and the preparations 
of war of the Guelfs compelled him, as he did not receive 
any succour from Germany, to go back over the Alps, where 
meanwhile his former competitor had died (1330). Uninter- 
rupted quarrels with the papal see at Avignon embittered 
the remainder of his life. The most devoted proposals for 
a reconciliation were rejected by pope John XXIT. and his 
successors, but one part of the clergy embraced the cause 
of the emperor; learned and distinguished men took Louis' 
defence in public writings, and the electors did not prove 
indifferent to the honour of the empire and to their own 
rights. i 
In their convention at Rense, the electors confirmed the 
independence of the German crown and of the imperial dig- 
nity, connected with it, from any foreign power (1338), and 
Louis ordered the above conclusion to be published at the 
imperial diet of Frankfort, and the edict of excommunication 
to be torn off from the door of the cathedral and burnt by 
the hangman on the market place in his own presence, as 
well as in that of all the dukes*). Unhappily be had also. 
a quarrel with the restless king John of Bohemia, who 
during a long time had been one of his most devoted adhe- 
rents. Less important differences between the emperor and 
John had often been adjusted, but the divorce of Margarithe 
Maultasch and the taking possession of Tyrol (1341) made 
the rupture complete, wherupon a party rose in favour of 
Charles son John, who by the special influence of the pa- 
pal see was elected king at Rense (1346), but who in spite 
of his mighty protectors, was not enabled to enjoy the con- 
ferred dignity before Louis’ decease; yet shortly after, the 
emperor Louis IV. died of apoplexy on a bear-hunting near ا‎ 
Munich, — He was buried in St. -Mary’ 8 church at Munich. 
— The invention of gun-powder is ascribed to the period 
of his reign. 


*) See رر‎ Kirchner's History of the city of Frankfort on the Maine, 
Part. I. pag. 170, nota V.“ — 


Married to: 1) Beatrix, a daughter of a duke of Silesia; 
2) Margarithe of Holland. 


30. Gunther, 
A. D, 1349, 
count of Sehwarzbourg, was elected by the adherents of 
the emperor Louis IV. and the antagonista of Charles IV. 


(the eleetors of Mayence, the Palatinate, Brandeburg and 
Saxony-Lauenburg), on their before-hand deliberation at 


Frankfort; he had, however, resolved to accept the crown , 


only when he had been assured by the electors that he 
ought to do so ,for God's sake“ (not for money or property). 
He then made with & knightly army his appearance before 
the gates of Frankfort, which city, however, only gave him 
entrance after he had remained some weeks on the election- 
field and as, after a second solemn ‘election in his favour, 
his competitor Charles had not appeared, inorder to 
protest against it. According to the antiquated custom, 
Gunther was then lead to the cathedral, raised upon the 
altar and proclaimed king. On the Roemerberg (Samstag- 
berg) he received the homage of his subjects, and shortly 
after, when he had gathered round him his soldiery, though 
he felt already indisposed, he set out with his army to ad- 
vance against Charles who was encamped near Mayence; 
yet within some days he came back dangerously ill to Frank- 
fort, and died in the monastery of the Knights of S.-John. 
Some say he has been poisoned. —®=His demise took place 
before he had been crowned; it is even asserted that before 
his coming back to Frankfort he had planned a treaty by 
which he intended to renounce the sovereignty in favour of 
his rival. His tomb is still to be seen in the cathedral of 
Frankfort. At his funeral, twenty counts of the German 
empire carried the coffin, and Charles himself, as well as 
the electors who were at that time at Frankfort, and a great 
number of dukes and lords attended his burial. The mo- 
nument erected to that monarch in the cathedral church of 
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Frankfort was severely damaged by its being rudely pulled 
down in the year 1743; yet the chief parts are still exis- 
ting, and it would not be too hard a work to re-erect the 
whole monument on his former place. The somewhat da- 
maged old-german inscription had probably the following 
sense : ۱ 


nA false and disloyal man lives in disgrace, 
For the faithful is injured by his deeds. 
The disloyal with his malignant tongue 
In base interest finds his sole refuge *). 


Married to: Elisabeth, countess of Hohenstein. 


31. Charles IV., 


۸. D. 1349 — 1378, 


king of Bohemia, descended from the house of Luxemburg, 
grand-son to Henry VII, unanimously acknwoledged as king 
after Gunther's death, gratified his hereditary dominions 
with wise laws and excellent institutions, and granted many 
privileges to the city of Frankfort, which got under 
his reign the right to elect its mayor, or bailiff, though the 
corporations were disregarded. But he did not increase the 
imperial dignity, as he sold or mortgaged the most 
part of the still remaining imperial properties, whilst 
he always took the greatest care to increase his hereditary 
estates Nevertheless he did all he could to oppose the atro- 
cious persecution of the Jews, which was raging in Germany, 
after a great earthquake had taken place and, when the 
flagellants and the plague, called „the black death“ were 
spread over the central parts of Europe. He did hi sbest, 
too, to repress the private feuds. Charles went twice to 


*) „FKalfcher Untreue Schande ziemt, 
Daf flete Treue Schaden nimmt. 
Untreue nahm Gewinucs Hort 
Matreue falff mit Giftes Wort." 
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Italy where he was consecrated Roman emperor in his first 
expedition (1355), but not without yielding to conditions 


that were disgracing his imperial authority. His second ex. 
pedition (1368) was not in the least more glorious to him. 


On the other side it is to him that the German empire is 
owing the Golden Bull *), the fundamental law by which 
the prerogatives of the electoral college were finally ascer- 
‘tained; he caused it to be published in the year 1356 on 
the diets of Nurenberg and Metz. — 

Charles’ erudition and knowledge of languages have 


often been praised; he gave a proof of the latter accom- | 
plishment by writing himself in Latin tongue the history of 


his life. — | 
He was buried at Prague, where he had founded a 
University (1348), the first that had been created in Ger- 


many, and which he had embellished with many a public 
buildings. Charles IV. was the last German emperor who 
had been consecrated king of Burgundy at Arles in the Pro- | 
vence, which title was since a long time of no political 


importance. 


Married to: 1) Blanca de Valois; 2) Agnes, a countess 
Palatine; 3) Anna of Silesia, mother of king 
Wenceslaus; 4) Elizabeth of Pomerania, mother 
of king Sigismund. 


32. Wenceslaus, 
a. D. 1878—1400, 


king of Bohemia, son of the former, already elected during 
his father's life (1376) at Frankfort, by the princes of the 


empire his father had won by bribe to his party; from 


*) That Bull was surnamed the Golden from the seal attached to it 
By this law Frankfort was acknowledged as the city where 
the emperor should be elected, Aix-la-Chapelle, where he ought 
to be crowned, and Nurnberg where the elected emperor should 
keep his first court-day. 
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nature adicted to indolence, drunkenness and violence, he 
tyrannized his hereditary kiagdom of Bohemia and displayed 
a great indifference in the affairs of the German empire; yet 
since a long while the states were not accustomed te allow 
the imperial power having too great an influence on the 
public welfare of Germany, being themselves too selfish and 
jealous of their own authority. Under those circumstances 
the mutual jealousy of the higher and lower states of the 
empire, excited by the increasing strength of the cities, was 
now inflamed to a general struggle, and the independant 
commons of Swabia, Switzerland, of the Rhine and Fran- 
cony fought bloody battles against the dukes and lords at 
Reutlingen (1377), Sempach (1386), Naefels, Doefflingen, 
Worms (1388) and other places. 

Unhappily for them, the inhabitants of Frankfort were 
also, engaged into the above quarrels. After having been 
attacked in their walls by the knights of the League of the 
Lion (1380) and being united with the great alliance of 
the cities at Constance (1385), they were obliged to submit 
to the seigniors of Cronberg and their allies by whom they 
had been defeated in an unhappy struggle (1389). — During 
these events, so important for the political institutions of Ger- 
many, the emperor playd an equivocal and bad part; he proved 
indifferent as well to the schism, caused in the church in the 
beginning of his reign by the double papal election, as also 
to the civil troubles of his imperial dominions. Moreover, 
his relations and Bohemian subjects had at length impriso- 
ned him (1394). — He was released from his captivity, 
but having made a very bad use of his liberty, he was 
shortly after deprived of his imperial crown. He then kept 
an imperial diet at Frankfort in the year 1398; upon which 
the princes and the cities held a particular consultation toge- 
ther in the same town. In the year 1400, the four Rhenish 
electors sentenced king Wenceslaus’ deposition at Lahnstein. 
Wenceslaus lived yet £ long time after that event, and among 
so many changes in his destiny, he preserved his sovereignty 
of Bohemia until the end of his life. He «died of apoplexy 
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some days after he had been about to kill with his 
sword a page of his, who had spoken too boldly in 
his presence (1419). His tomb is to be seen at Pra 


. gue. — ۱ 
Married to: 1) Joan; 2) Sophia both princesses of Ba- 
varia. 


33. Robert, 


a. D. 1400 — 1410, 


prince-elector and count Palatine of the Rhine, descended 
from the house of Wittelsbach. — Called to the imperial 
throne by the Rhenish electors assembled at Rense, he made 
shortly after his appearance at Frankfort, where, after ha- 
ving stayed in vain for six weeks before the gates, ready to 
oppose his rival Wenceslaus, should the latter have accepted the 
struggle, he made his solemn entrance in the city of the 
election. He was, lowever, compelled to take his conse- 
cration at Cologne, as Aix-la-Chapelle seemed not disposed 
to open its gates to him. He was not more successful as a 
ruler than his predecessor. Just, brave and adorned with 
many virtues and accomplishments he always contrived to 
forward the welfare and honour of the empire, both in Ger- 
many and Italy. Notwithstanding these qualities he did not 
succeed in his attempt of opening his way to Rome through 
the ruin of the Visconti, at that time absolute masters of the 
Milanese, but his defeat on the lake of Guarda proved that 
Italy was for ever lost to the Germans. An imperial 
diet held at- Frankfort, but without any effect, mar- 
ked the last year of his life, and death delivered him 
from a station which he could only have maintained by 
means of a mightier power than that which destiny had 
granted him. His funereal monument is to be seen at Hei- 
delberg. | 


Married to: Elizabeth, the daughter of a burgrave of 
Nuremberg. 
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34. Sigismond, 
a. D, 1411—1437, 


king of Hungary and, later, king of Bohemia, prince- 
elector of Brandenburg, brother of king Wenceslaus, was 
elected at Franfort, but not without contest; but after the 
death of Jodocus, or Jossus, margrave of Moravia, his com- 
petitor, who died shortly after, Sigismond was elected a se- 
cond time and unanimously proclaimed emperor. By his 
exertions, the Concil of Constance was convocated, where the 
great schism of the Catholic church was put to an end. It 
was there, too, that Sigismond allowed John Huss to be 
delivered to the secular power and to perish at the stake 
(1415), though he had granted him a safe conduct to reach 
Constance, after which event the dreadful war of the Hussites 
broke out (1419). In the course of that bloody struggle se- 
veral imperial armies were defeated by Ziska, Procop and 
other Bohemian commanders, and a large part of Germany 
was barbarously desolated. At last the concessions of the 
council of Basle (1431) effected a reconciliation of the mo- 
derate portion of the Hussites (the Caliztines) with the church, 
and Sigismond, who meanwhile had been consecrated by 
the pope (1433), was enabled, in the last year of his life, 
to take possession of Bohemia. 

Among the deeds of Sigismond, as a ruler of Germany, 
we ought to mention for its consequence in the history of 
that nation the elevation of the house of Hohenzollern to the 
dignity of princes electors of Brandenburg (1417), as well 
as the sentence of proscription against Frederic duke of 
Austria (Tyrol); the emperor ordered the above sentence to 
be executed by the Swiss. — The city of Frankfort, where 
the emperor held several diets, is endebted to him for many 
favors and privileges, which still were multiplied by the 
following emperors. It is related that Sigismond was well 
acquainted with several languages, that, besides the Ger- 
man, he could speak latin, bohemian, ) 71 , french 
and italian. 

4 * 
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It is said moreover that he had been a very handsome 
man. He has been buried at Gross- Waradin in Hungary. 
— He was the last manly offspring of mo house of Luxem- 
burg. — 

Married to: 1) Mary of Hungaria, descended from the 

house of Anjou; 2) Barbara of Cilly, whom he 
cansed to be emprisoned on account of her be- 


traying him. 


HOUSE 07 AUSTRIA. 


LINEAGE OF HABSBURG. 


35. Albert IL, 


AD, 1488—1439, 


duke of Austria, king of Hungary, was elected at Frank- 
fort and shortly after invested with the Bohemian royal crown, - 
which he defended successfully against a Polish competitor. 
He showed energy and the best intentions in administering 
well his imperial dominions, but he died eighteen months 
after his ascension to the throne, on his return from an ex- 
pedition he had undertaken without any success in Hun- 
gary against the Turks; he: was buried in Stuhlweissen- ， 
burg. — | 

. Married lo: Elizabeth, a daughter of the emperor Si- 

gismond. 


36. T (IV), 
. A. D. 1440—1493, 


duke of Austria of the branch of Stiria, elected at Frank- 
fort, accepted after a long hesitation the sceptre conferred 
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on him and reigned without energy nor effectual influence 
during fifty-three years among the incessant disturbances in 
the interior and the imminent dangers from abroad. On the 
western boundaries of the empire, the Armagnacs — or 
troops of mercenary French soldiers — were strolling about 
and desolating the countries (1444 and 1445), — for Fre- 
deric had required foreign soldiery during the contest of Zu- 
rich with the Swiss Confederates; — in the Fast, the inva- 
sions of the Turks.were more threatening since the fall of 
Constantinople (1453), and remained unrevenged. On the 
other hand, he knew how to put an end to the eommotions 
of the Church, but not in a way that was satisfactory 0 
the German nation, in having concluded the concerdat 
of Aschaffenbourg (1447) and in refusing his further proteo- 
tion to the council of Basle. In his hereditary dominions 
he endured many severe adversities caused either by 
family disputes or rebellions (1452 and 1462), or by 
George Podiebrad of Bohemia (1466), and by Matthias Cor- 
vinus of Hungary (1477 and 1485), whilst the count Pala- 
tine Frederic the Victorious was scorning publicly the com- 
mands of the emperor (1460, 1462 and 1471), and contesta 
of every kind were engaged in the other parts of Germany. 
The bad state of the public affairs were bespoken at the 
diets of Frankfort and other places; however, the most 
earnest deliberations remained all ineffectual. — The poor 
peasantry chiefly were in the greatest distress in consequence 
of these commotions besides its being oppressed by the ser- 
vage still in use in most countries. Yet the other classes . 
suffered distress also, and often justice surpassed in its cruel 
punishments the atrocious deeds of the unjust. Morever, 
justice itself was a topic of endless contests, for the autho- 
rities empowered to. administer it were numberless in the 
. scattered lands of Germany, and the usurpations of the se- . 
cret court of Westphalia had provoked many complaints. 
Once the emperor himself was summoned together with 
his lord-chancellor to appear before the free tribunal at 
Wunnenburg (Porta Westphalicu), inorder to answer for his 
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life and honour *)!! Yet amid such a confusion and in spite 
of the dreadful storms they had to abide, the cities of Ger- 
many were increasing and flourishing. Commerce had rea- 
ched its most prosperous state, and, in consequence of that, 
industry was highly encouraged; the citizens, armed for their 
mutual defence, were enjoying their opulence in their rough 
cheerfulness; the song of the masters resounded joyfully 
in the shops of the work-men; and John Gutenberg of Ma- 
yence was discovering the art of printing **). In spite of 
the decay of the imperial power, the German name was 
still respected and feared abroad, as it has been frequently 
ascertained by foreign historians and statesmen. — Yet we 
ought to say that the knights of the Teutonic Order lost 
West-Prussia conquered by the Poles (1466), but on the other 
hand the mighty duke of Burgundy, Charles the Bold, did 
not succeed in his designs of conquering the dominions of 
Upper- and Lower-Rhine, Lorraine, the countries of the 
Alps; for everywhere he was energically opposed. The 
city of Neuss, to the succour of which Frederic had hastened 
personally, was besieged by Charles with sixty thousand 
men and assailed in vain fifty-six times (1474 and 1475) ***( 
Though Charles’ forces were exhausted during the long siege 
and Frederic was at the head of a powerful army, the latter 
entered into negociations with his warlike enemy (not wi 
thout any views, however, of personal advantages), and in 
doing so, Frederic seemed to have forgotten that the dukes 


*) See , Wigand's Secret criminal Court o'Westphalia (Femgerich 
Westphalens), pag. 520.“ 

#*) The first printing-presses abroad were all established by Germans. 
Conrad Schweinheim and Arnold Pannarz were the first printers 
of Rome, in the year 1467 ; John Speyer, at Venice 1469; Ul 
rich Gering and Michael Freyburger, at Paris 1470, and Sixt 
Reisinger, at Naples etc. 

set) The city of Neuss (near Dusseldorf, on the left bank of the 
Rhine) was defended by the Landgrave of Hesse, brother to 

the elected archbishop of Cologne, who had with him only 
1800 men, all bravé warriors, as they proved so in the struggle 

* See „Mémoires de Commines, sire d’Argenton, Liv. XI. Chapt. 1." 
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of Lorraine and of Austria (Tyrol, Swabia and Alsacia), the 
imperial towns of Asacia and the Swiss Confederation for- 
med a portion of the German empire, and also that the Con. 
federates had declared war to the duke of Burgundy by the 
emperor's command and in the name of the empire. Not- 
withstanding such a weak proceeding from the emperor, 
that bloody struggle was honourable to the German nation; 
for Charles, by his consecutive defeats at Granson and 
Morat, had lost his fame and reputation as an invincible 
conqueror (1476), as well as, — under the walls of Nancy — 
his life (1477). — Frederic had lived long enough to see 
the marriage 0f Mary of Burgundy, the daughter of Charles 
the Bold with his son Marimilian (1477) and- the election of 
the latter as Roman king (1486), he also witnessed the sub- 
mission of the rebelled Flanders; shortly after that last 
event he died and his remains were entombed at Vi- 
enna. 


Married to: Eleonore of Portugal. 


. 37. Maximilian I, 


a. D. 1493 — 1519, 


archduke of Austria, son of the former, was elected Roman 
king at Frankfort during his father's life, — (in the same 
city, while the imperial states were still assembled for the 
diet, he received in the Roemer an embassy of the grand- 
duke of Moscow, and later he frequently held there his 
court) — and in that quality, as well as in that of an arch- — 
duke, he combated successfully at Guinegate for the defence 
of the Burgundian dominions against France, and was also 
victorious in Hungary 

Being now the sole sovereign of Germany, he seriously 
endeavoured to re-establish order in his dominions and to re- 
cover the full-power of a German emperor. Yielding to the 
warmest wishes of the imperial states he decreed at Worms,. 
in the year 1495, the promulgation of a perpetual peace 
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and the establishment of the Imperial Chamber of Justice 
(Relehskammergeriché), a tribunal for punishing or. 
preventing all infringement of the tenets of this new consti- 
tution, which in the beginning was kept at Frankfort and 
transferred later to Spire. It ought to be confessed that the 
said tribunal highly forwarded the public peace, but justice 
was administered according fo the Roman laws, which were 
kept up and promoted by that very Chamber. The division of 
the German empire into ten Circles, as well as the first 
organization of the Imperial aulic Concil, were useful crea- 
tions of Maximilian's, by which he endevoured to execute 
what was imperiously required by his time. Yet Germany 
under his reign, was not free of civil struggles, and Maxi- 
milians unsuccessful attempt to compel forcibly the Swiss 
to acknowledge the Imperial Chamber of Justice (1499) alie- ' 
nated them from their mother-country, in the destinies of 
which, from that very moment, no they longer took the least 
share. Maximilian succeeded to cause his authority being | 
respected in the Bavarian part of the Palatinate (1504 and 
1505); but the Venetians prevented his going to Rome, for 
which expedition, after all, the Germans themselves felt not 
the least inclination (1507). Nevertheless, with the agree- 

ment of the pope Julius IL, he assumed the title of an 
„elected Roman emperor“ and joined more or less actively | 
in all the events of his time, as in the league of Cambrai 
(1508) and afterwards in the „holy league”. He generally 
showed more ardent zeal than energy, and was little, or 
rather not at all, assisted by the princes of the German 
empire. Matters of war, too, were an object of his parti- 
cular sollicitude; for at that period the armies had to under- 
go many reforms, partly caused by the use of guns and 
partly by the enlisting of the soldiers *). In general, the 
emperor Maximilian I. contributed mightily to shape the 
period of transition from the middle-age to the modern times. 


*) See: Meteren, „History of the war in the Netherlands; Arnheim, 
` 1644. Part I., pag. 21.“ 
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Reucklin and Ulric of Hutien were in his favour; Albert 
Durer, Kranach and Holbein lived and performed their 
master-works during his reign; Henry Isaak, the leader of 
his- musical band, had opened the glorions series of the 
German composers; Hans Sachs, the master-singer, had 
written his poems; Peter ViscAer had executed his statues 
in bronze; Erasmus of Rotterdam, had published his works; 
and Martin Luther had begun the reform of the Church. — 
Though many forcign historians have often undervalued the 
emperor Maximilian I., and though several of his deeds as a 
ruler be not approved by the posterity, his name is always 
kept in good remembrance among the Germans and to this 
very day they like to relate how he, the bold chamois-hun- 
ter, was saved only by a wonder from the dangerous spot 
where he stood on the Martin’s rock, or how in the tornea- 
ment of Worms he fought in a plain knight's armour against 
a Frenchman, who, in the lists, had looked boldly for a 
worthy antagonist. 

His burial place is to be seen at Wienerish - Neu- 
stadt *). — 

Married to: 1) Mary of. Burgundy; 9) Blanca Sforza of 

Milan. — 


38. Charles V., 


A. D. 1519 — 1558, 


archduke of Austria, grand-son to the emperor Maximilian, 
born at Ghent in the Netherlands, coheir of the Austrian and 
Burgundian dominions by his father, Philip of Austria, and 
by his mother, Joan of Spain, possessor of the Spanish 
kingdom and of the recently discovered: America, was elec- 
ted at Frankfort after he had signed a stipulation of elec- 
tion. He was successful in his wars against France, its king 


*) The splendid funereal mohument erected at Innsbruck in ho- 
nour of the emperor Maximilian, جا‎ only an empty md; a ce- 
° motaph. 
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Francis I., being taken prisoner at Pavia (George of Frunds- 
berg had the merit of that deed) (1525), and his ally, pope 
Clement VIL, having had the same destiny, after Rome had 
been eonquered by assault (1527). Soliman I. the Magni- 
fieent, having not succeeded in his attempt of conquering the 
eity of Vienna (1529), he had ventured a second expedition; 
but Charles V., at the head of an army of 100,000 men, 
met his enemy and compelled him to retreat (1532). He. 
then sailed for Tunis, where Barbarossa, the dread of the 
Christians in the Mediterranean, had fortified himself (1535); 
here, too, the emperor's expedition was completely sucess- 
ful. But the conquest of Algiers, since a long time a fa- 
vourite. object with Charles, could not be realized, a furious 
storm having scattered his fleet and destroyed his soldiers, 
so that Charles was forced to reimbark afler having lost 
the greater part of his force (1541). 

The Turks made another apparition in Hungary; though 
their progresses were slow, they were not without importance 
whilst, in the northern parts of Germany, the Hanse Towns 
began to be-less prosperous, for the discovery of the Indies 
was a fatal blow to their commerce. 

In Germany, the emperor endeavoured chiefly to esta- 
blish a steady and firm mode of imperial government, re- 
formed the administration of justice by means of the Crimi- 
nal Code *) (1532), as well as by particular instructions 
given to the Imperial Chamber of Justice and generally he 
always exerted himself to keep order in every part of his 
dominions. 

. But estranged from the German soil by his education 
and his Spanish and Sicilian thrones, he scattered the full 
strength of his life in quite opposed directions, and his pro- 
ceeding against the Reformotion were far from producing 
the complete result he had expected from them. The most 
important events followed now rapidly each other: the diet 


۳ Criminal ordinance of Charles V., also called among the German 
lawyers: Carolina. : 
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of Worms (1521), the feud of Francis of Sickingen (1522 
and 1523), the war of the. peasantry (1524 and 1525), the 
transformation of the territories of Prussia, belonging to the 
Teutonic Order, into an hereditary duchy (1525), the pro- 
testation on the imperial diet of Spire (1529), the Augustan 
Confession, (1530), the war about the possession ef Wurten- 
berg, the disturbances caused by the Anabaptists (1534), 
the league of Schmalkalden 00 and many other ponderous 
facts. — - 

Charles had made on a ia held at Frankfort ۰ 
repeated endeayour of reconciliating the religious parties, 
but it remained fruitless, at least for the most essential. On 
the other hand the Protestants refused later to acknowledge 
the Council of Trent, upon which the war began (1546). 
. During that war, the emperor made use of Spanish and pa- 
pal troops; «but the Confederates of Schmalkalden, in conse- 
quence of their hesitation and their disunion *), were defea- 
ted in the decisive battle of Miihlberg, in which Frederic, 
prince-elector of Saxony, shortly after, the landgrave of 
Hesse, Philip the Magnanimous, were obliged tà surrender. 
After his vietery, Charles, by his own supreme power, .sen- 
tenced. the duke of Saxony to death, but did not allow the 
gentence to be executed; he retained him a prisoner, as well 
as the Landgrave Philipp of Hesse, who was confined at 
Bruges. As to the other. members of the protestant league 
(Frankfort not excepted), they were compelled to atone 
for their insurrection in different ways. In the year 1548, 
Charles, desirous of ending dictatorially the disputes on re- 
ligion, published .on the diet of Augsburg the Interim, that 
is a formula drawn up by the emperor's own order, the articles 
of which were to serve as a rule of faith until the final deci- 
sion of a general council. To this he compelled the Protestants 
to submit. Yet,though the Protestants were humbled, they were 
not subdued, having formed a treaty with the king of France, 


*) ‘The excellent advices. of the brew Sebartian N s Bur- 
‘tenbach were not followed by the princes. 
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Henry IL, and being commanded even by Maurice. of Sa- 
xony, formerly a zealous adherent of Charles, they took 
again the field, with the purpose ofdefending the Protestant 
religion and maintaming the liberties of Germany. Maurice 
advanced in all speed to Innsbruck, where the emperor was 
then residmg and was so near surprising him that he esca- 
ped with difficulty during the night. The emperor gonga 
now to negotiate. 

After Augsburg had been فا‎ the Protestants laid 
siege to Frankfort on the Maine, and the imperial garrison 
made a vigorous defence, when at last, after the provisional 
treaty of Passau (1552), the peace of religion, eoncluded at 
Augsburg (1555), put an end to the hostilities. "By that 
peace the internal disputes of the empire were now termi- 
nated and the reformed religion placed on a secure basis. 
— Meanwhile -the bulwark of the German empire, Metz, 
and the cities of Foul and Verdun, taken by the French 
during the internal disturbances of Germany, were lost 
for ever; fot, though the emperor, immediately after the 
treaty of Passau, made personally an attempt of recovering 
the ancient capital town of Ostrasia, his efforts. were rendered 
vain by a cold winter and ite fatal consequences on his 
army (1553). — 

Feeling checked by this last adversity and dissatisfied 
with the results of his active and gtorious life, being, too, 
tormented by bodity 0186886 and by his nature inclined to 
melancholy, Charles at length «determined on resigning his 
dignities *), and -retired to the convent of St. Just, in Es- 
tremadura, where, at the end of two years, he expired in 
the 59% yet of his age. — 


#7 


1 For the purpose of his resignation ‘Charles ‘summoned his son 
Philip to Brussels, where the latter was selemnly invested with 
the government of the Low-Countries, and, a few weeks after, 
with that of Spain and the Indies. In the following year, 
1556, he gave up the imperial crown to his brother Ferdinand. 
Consult, for partieutars, Robertaon'a History. ef Charles V. 
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ec. ne wave up the imperial crown to hio brother Ferdina ~. 
Cr f der partieulars, Rowertsor s Histury of Charles V. 
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He was buried at Granada, but later his remains were 
transferred to the Escurial, where his tomb ‘is: still to be: 
seen. — Charles V. was the last German emperor consecra- 
ted by the pope. 


Married to: Isabella of Portugal. 


23. Ferdinand 17 
A. p. 1558—1564, 


king of Hungary and Bohemia, archduke of Austria, brother 
to Charles V., had been elected Roman king at Cologne 
under the reign of his brother (1531) arid had in that qua- 
lity actively participated to the government. After Charles 


> had resigned, he was proclaimed emperor on the meeting 


of the electors at Frankfort (1548), and in this dignity, He 
displayed, too, the greatest intelligence as well as an thde- 
fatigable activity for the affairs of his imperial dominions. 
He, above all, endeavonred to bring the religious parties to 
concord and peace and was happy enough to succeed in that 
difficult undertaking: The crowns of Hungary and Bohemia 
which hehad reeovered to his lineage were ornaments that in- 
creased his imperial authority; but the superior forces ‘of 
Sultan Soliman (to whose ambassadors he once gave an au- 
dience m the Remer — the Town-House — at Frankfort), 
diminished the extension. of his Hungarian dominions , ‘the 
largest part of which remained during a very long time in 


possession of the Ottoman empite. 11 is to be regretted 


that Livony, with Courland and Esthland, those unhappy 
German countries, were lost for the imperial dominions, 


being after a desperate defence submitted by Ivan IV. the 


Cruel, son of Vasili, (1561); but Ferdinand, amidst the in- 
ternal disturbances that signalized his reign, had not been 
able to suecour with energy the northern série of his 
empire. — 

‚He was buried at Prague. | — Ferdinand 1. Was the last 
emperor crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle. - 


62 
` Married to: Anna, the daughter and heiress of Louis, 


king of Hungary and 9 killed in the battle 
of Mohacz. . 


40. Maximilian IL, 
A. D. 1564 — 1576, 


son of the former, king of Hungary aud Bohemia and arch- 
duke of Austria, elected during his father's life at Frank- 
fort and consecrated in the same city (1562), an active and 
magnanimous prince, distinguished by knowledge and a 
chivalrous mind, of which he gave many proofs - when 
young and co-regent of Spain *). 一 

. By these eminent qualities he soon aquired the love 
and admiration of all his subjects. As Maximilian surpassed 
by far all the princes of his period by. the. purity of his re- 
ligious feelings, as well as hy his love for his country; he 
endeavoured seriously to operate a reconciliation between 
the Catholics and the Protestants, taking as the basis of his 
projected union Cassander's opinion .of the. divines **); . he 
made also an attempt of pacifying the Low-Countries by re- 
monstrating with king Philip II. against his proceeding in 
those unhappy dominions. —. 

Though he did not succeed in this noble untertaking, 
he at least was happy enough, .by his personally acting in 
matters of divines, to prevent any foreign influence in the 
extent of his German dominions and to secure the confidence 
of the largest part of the nation, so. that he could rely up 


*) Maximilian II., when young and prince-regent of Spain, en- 
countered an ‘adventure, on which the subject of Conradin 
.Kreutzer's opera. „The ENT سی‎ of. Granada“ bas been 
founded. 

**) Cassander, born 5 Bruges 1515, was a Do of divints at 
Ghent and Cologne, his opinion has been published in the year 
1642 by Hug. Grotius under the following title: „De articulis 
religionis ‘inter Catholicos et Protestantes controversis ad Impp. 
Ferdin. I. et Maz, II. consullalio.“ - 
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on their assistance when his dominions were invaded by the 
` Turks (1566). Neither did his good luck abandon him; for 
Soliman's demise before the walls of Sigeth, where Zriny 
had devoted himself to death with his heroic troop, saved 
him the trouble and danger of a decisive battle. The feuds 
between an ambitious nobleman, William of Grumbach, and 
the bishops of Bamberg and Wurzbourg (several writings for 
the defence of Grumbach had been published in the city of 
Frankfort to the great displeasure of the emperor), were re- 
pressed without further danger (1567). In general the Ger- 
man empire enjoyed under Maximilian's government a bene- 
ficent peace, though not secured for the future. It is much 
to be regretted that this eminent monarch died already in 
the 12% year of his reign, just when, in the last years of 
his life the crown of Poland had been destined to him; 
from that moment the German empire began to decay wi- 
thout remedy. — 

Maximilian II. was buried at Prague; he was the first 
German emperor consecrated at Frankfort. 


Married to: Mary, the daughter of the emperor 
Charles V. — 


41. Rodolphus IL, 


a. D. 1576 一 1612, 


son of the former, king of Hungaria and Bohemia, archduke 
of Austria, was eleeted and eonsecrated at Ratisbonne be- 
fore the demise of his father (1575). His reign fell into a 
period when the prosperity of the German empire was de- 
creasing more and more. For after the commerce of the 
world had taken another direction, leaving behind the 
southern parts of Germany, and when the loss of important 
territories in the Baltic had considerably damaged the 
German interest, the Netherlands, now aspiring to indepen- 
dance, blockaded the Rhine and thus destroyed the prosperity 
of the Rhenish towns, and the risiug power of the English 
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nation had now, chiefly since the existence of Archaiigel, 
surpassed the commercial line of the Hanse Towns. So it 
happened that, by a total want of a policy in matters of 
the commerce of the German empire, one souree af- 
ter the other of the political life of the German nation cea- 
sed to flow, while, at the same time, erronneous notions, 
zealotism, and conceited erudition, darkened the public life 
and prevented the useful progresses of science *). Of course 
the German nation ought to be decaying under such cir- 
cumstances; besides the increasing trifling disposition of the 
inhabitants, the incessant quarrels in matters of religion, a 
succession of fatal events, and the almost total want of in- 
terest of:the emperor in the affairs of the state, made still 
worse the deplorable condition of the empire. The struggle 
of the Low - Countries for their independance, since 1568, 


and a war against the Turks (1591 — .1606) had agitated | 


the extremest boundaries of the empire, and the rapid dis- 
semination of the new monastic order, the Jesuits, the ex- 
pulsion of the archbishop of Cologne, Gebhard (1584), the 
disturbances of Aix-la-Chapelle, the contest in the bishopric 
of Strasbourg, the taking possession of Donauwcerth by duke 
Maximilian of Bavaria (1607), the quarrels for the inheri- 


tance of the dominions of Juliers, the Protestant Union, the | 


Catholic League (1610), and the commotions preceding and 
succeeding the patent Bohemian letters issued by the Empe- 
ror, were all events that presaged the dreadful storm arising 
against Germany. — 

But Rodolphus IL, more engaged with his studies of 
astrology.and alchymy than with the affairs of his empire, 
preferred conversing with the great astronoms Tycho de Brahe 


and Keppler **) than with his statesmen, and was at last 


We remember to the numerous dogmatical contests of that pe-‏ (٭ 


riod, to the trials about exorcisms and witches, to astrology, . 


alchimy, as well as to the abusing the studies of the old langua- 
ges to the prejudice of the national German civilisation. 

: **) Keppler struggled against the horrible spirit of his age and died 
ih poverty and distress, în the year 1630. 
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compelled to abandon to his brother Matthias, the government 
of Hungary, Austria and Bohemia, and having entirely re- 
tired from the affairs, he died at Prague, where he was 
buried. — 

Rodolphus II. never married. — The celebrated Au- 
dolphine Tables, calculated by Kepler and Tycho. de 
Brahé, have rendered his reign an era in the annals of 
astronomy. 


42. Mathias, 
a. D. 1612—1619, 


brother of the former, king of Hungary and Bohemia, argh- 
duke of Austria, was elected and consecrated at Frankfort, 
where, immediately after his coronation, commotions and 
disturbances took place, but were soon repressed. Yet the 
most serious events came to pass in Bohemis; as a short 
time before Matthias’ decease the religious quarrels had come 
to acts of violence, which were the beginning of ii 
Thirty-Years-War. 

In consequence of the ROAR proceedings of the 
bishop of Pragne, who had demolished several Protestant 
places of worship, the insurgents penetrated into the, palace, 
where they seized the imperial counsellors Martinis and 
Slawata and threw them out of the window; this beginning 
of a sanguinary and protracted conflict between the Protes- 
tants and the Catholics took place on the 23%. of. dl in 
the year 1618. : 

Matthias burial-place is to be. seen in Vienna. ۱ 


۱ Married to:. Anna of Austria, who died ii 


less, — 
43. Ferdinand IL, 
| A. D. 1619—1637, 


bing of Hungary and Bohemia, archduke of Restle: a ne- 
phew to the emperor Maximilian IL, was elected and erowned 
5 
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at Frankfort, at the very time when the torch of the 
Thirty-Years-War was already burning in Bohemia, During 
this bloody struggle Ferdinand followed his plans with the 
most intrepid energy and in a close alliance with ۸ 
of Bavaria and the king of Spain. His generals and those 
of the League, Tilly, Pappenheim, Wallenstein, were vic- 
torious in many battles, whilst the emperor's enemies, eon- 
nected by no solid tie to each other, were subjugated the 
one after the other. 

Thus, the count Palatine Frederic had forfeited the 
Bohemian throne by his being defeated on the ,, White Moun- 
tain‘ near Prague (1620) and shortly after he was even de- 
prived of his hereditary dominions, the Palatinate. Yet 
count Mansfeld combated rather successfully near Mingolsheim 
(1622), but George Frederic, margrave of Baden-Durlach, 
lost in the same year the battle of Wimpfen and duke. 
Christian ‘of Brunswick, was defeated at et (1622) , 28 ھ‎ 
he was in the year 1623 at Stadtloo. ٠ 

Count Mansfeld, too, only escaped by fight from being 
taken a prisoner at the Bridge of Dessau (1626), and Tilly 
defeated at Lutter on the Barenberg the troops ‘of Lower- 
Saxony (1626) as well as the army of king Christian IV. o 
Denmark, who had participated to another Protestant con. 
federacy, having in view the restoration of the Palatinate. 
The fortified city of Stralsund alone made a bold and heroic 
resistance (1628); névertheless the emperor published the 
,Edict of Restitution’ *) (1629). Meanwhile, Gustavus Adol- 
phus, king of Sweden made his first appearance in Ger- 
many, and: the energy and success of his operations secured, 
during some years, the victory to the Protestants. «But at 
Lützen, the victory the Swedes gained was too dearly bought 


*) The Edict of Restitution: c@tsixhded the restoration of the church 
lands seized by the Protestand princes subsequently to the. 
treaty of Passau. Even the Catholic elcetors opposed the execu- 

. , tion of this edict, having themselves obtained ‚no, mall account 
of ecclesiastical proper ty. 
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with the life of their heroic sovereign (1632). From: this 
moment, the fortune of war remained uncertain. during a 
while; but after Wallenstein had been murdered, Gallas, 
invested with the command of the imperial army as well 
as of the troops of the League and of Spain, - won 
the battle of Nordlingen against Bernard of Weimar and 
the Swedes (1634). -The archduke of Austria, Ferdinand, 
who was the chief leader of the army at the time. of that 
decisive victory, the consequence of which was the peace 
of Prague (1635). 

Yet that treaty of peace was not agreed by all the 
German states, and the fatal struggle had begun with a 
renewed intensity, for the French had taken an active par- 
ticipation in the war. The victory of the Swedes at ۱٤ 
stock gave another turn to the chance of ‘arms .(1636). 
Ferdinand died amid the commotions of val; far from Prin: 
executed the plans he once liad formed. . a 

According to his wish he was buried at Gratz: ہو د‎ 


Married to: 1) Mary Anna of Bavaria, , the inother of 
۱ Ferdinand IL; 2) Eleonor of Mantua. | i 


a. H 
44. - Ferdinand I. 2 
‘A. D. 1637 — 1657, deus 


son of the former, king of Hungary and Bohemis, ‘and. arch. 
duke of Austria, the victor of the battle of Nordlingen, was 
elected and consecrated at Ratisbonne during his father’s 
life (1636). After his accession on the imperial throne he 
continued the war, but with an indifferent success and, bis 
armies having heen’ defeated one after the other, he was at 
last compelled to think seriously. of terminating the contest. 
This was finally brought about by the peace of: Westphalia 
` — signed at Munster and. Osnabrück in the year 1648 — 
a regrettable event in the ‘history of Germany: for, to the 
prejudice of that country, that famous treaty Bécured some 
important advantages to France and Sweden, Yet, after 
- 
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all the sufferings of so long a war, the news of the peace 
were received with a general feeling of joy and gratitude 
to the Almighty, which Paul Gehrhard, a singer of that 
period, steady in his belief, transmitted to posterity in 
some beautiful lines *). 

. Yet the German nation received a deadly wound in 
those civil struggles. The entire independance of Switzer- 
iand and of the United-Provinces of the Low-Couniries from 
the German empire had now been confirmed, partly by a 
formal sanction, partly by a tacit consent; and the largest 
part of Alsatia with the Sundgau had been given up the 
France. Yet Sweden reeeived other German provinces with 
the. privelege of sittting and votmg in the German diet; 
and in consequence of the treaty of peace, a right of inter- 
vention, easily to be abused of, had been, as a security, 
eonferred to both the above-named states. — Poverty and 
barbarity were spread over all the lands of the German do- 
minions; burnt eities, desolated and deserted countries, de- 
praved manners, and a language, defigurated and corrup- 
ted by the interlacement of foreign words, were almost all 
that remained of what our country formerly possessed. — 
Such are the results of a civil war, caused to break out by 
selfishness and fanatisn under . the: influence of foreign 
states, carried on by rudeness and cruelty, and of which 
other countries took the greatest advantage. — .Although 
activity and: perseverance had succeeded to recover several 
precious institutions that had been lost, the wounds those 


: 9) yO praise the Lord, for now wil cease 
` The dreads of war; the hour of release 
Now resounded, the trumpet shrill 
For ever hushed on the rocky hill 
- No more shall pike and edged sword 
By slatghter.of man effend the Lord. ` 
. Minstrel, take up thy lute and sing. 
His glory, bliss, and for, ever ring 
Praise to the Mighty Lord and say: 
` HE is our fortress and our stay.“ 
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quarrels inflicted to our nation are partly not yet eured to 
our very days. — 

Yet history highly interested about the noble endea- 
vourings of the fructiferous Society, (or of the Order of the 
Palm), whioh, founded a short time before that dreadful 
war by Prince Ludwig of Anhalt in order to preserve the 
purity of the german language, was combating the bad 
taste and rudeness in speaking and writing; the names of 
Opitz, Flemming, Spre and Gehrhard, whose works are 
still highly appreciated, deserve to be mentioned with mach 
esteem, and it is with a feeling of joy mixed with melan- 
choly that history remembers us that, among the few who 
eseaped the horrible disaster of Magdeburgh, there was 
Otho de Guerike, who made the important invention of the 
air-pomp, and that he made his first public experiments 
with his machine on the imperial diet of سس‎ in the 
presence of the emperor Ferdinand. 

Ferdinand III- was buried at Vienna. 


Married to: 1) Mary Anna of Austria (of the Spanish 
line), mother to the Roman king Ferdinand IV., 
who died before his father, and to the emperor 
Leopold I.; 2) Mary Leopoldine of Austria; 
3) Eleonore of Mantua. 


45. Leopold L, 
a. D. 1658 — 1705, 


son of the former, king of Hungaria and Bohemia, arch- 
duke of Austria, was elected and consecrated at Frankfort 
in spite of the counteracting intrigues of France and Sweden. 
He was induced against his own will and under great dif- 
ficulties, to wage war against the Turks; yet he was suo- 
cessfull, and the first of his glorious victories was that of 
St. Gotthard, where Montecuculi defeated the army of the 
Infidels (1664). In the year 1683 the Turks were vanquish- 
ed under the walls of Vienna anc at Barken by the noble 
John Sobiesky and Charles of Lorraine, who. commanded 
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the united Polish-German army; and later, when the Poles 
and their king, who had been offended by the emperor, 
had retired home, the Germans were victorious at Buda 
(1686), Mohacz (1687), Belgrade (1688), Nissa (1689), 
Salankemen (1691) and Zentha (1697). The very basis of 
the Ottoman Empire was shaken by this long train of de- 
feats and disasters of every kind. The treaty of Carlewitz, 
(1699) terminating this disastrous war, had completed the 
humiliation of the Porte; Transylvania, Selavonia and the 
most part ot Hungary were preserved to the emperor. But 
the Germans are proud of remembering the names of the 
illustrious commanders who, in those bloody struggles for 
the country and the christian belief, led the emperor’s and 
the German prinees' warriors to joyful triumphs, and never 
will history forget the mames of: duke Charles of Lorraine, 
prince- elector Maximilian Emanuel of Bavaria, margrave 
Louis of Baden and Prince Eugen of Savoy, who deserve 
the full gratitude of their countrymen, the more so as they 
belong to á period when Germany was far from being pros- 
perous in its political state. 

For, at the very time ‚when the above 000 glo- 
rious events took place in the remotest eastern parts of 
the Empire, the French,. having formerly usurped the 
county of Burgundy and made many other conquests (not 
always by means of arms), suddenly infringed the truce 
concluded in consequence of the peace of Nimeguen (1679) 
and invaded the western frontiers of the empire (1688). 
There they laid waste the fields, they plundered, murdered 
or put to flight the defenceless inhabitants, set villages, 
castles and cities on tire, destroyed: the works of.art, blew 
up churehes, broke up the tombs and scattered the human 
remains on all. sides! 7 
:.. ‘Ji such a way, Spire with its 07 monuments of 
the emperors was destroyed ;- in such a way, Worms, Op- 
penheim, Mannheim, Ladenburg and Heidelberg, were en- 
tirely ruined, as.well as hundreds of. other. towns, boroughs 
and villages, victims of the coward barbarity of Louis XIV. 
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and of the deplorable political state of Germany. Till to 
the gates of the city of Frankfort, and far into the Swabian 
countries, every province was desolated and laid waste by 
fire, for the scattered forces of the Empire were slow to 
unite, the states were not able to put aside their silly con- 
tests for titles or first rank amidst the distress of the coun- 
try, and their deeds in open field, though strongly suppor- 
ted by England, but chiefly by Holland under the govetn- 
ment of William of Orange, yet hindered by disunion and 
the continuance of the Turkish war, were but indifferently 
successful. 

Yet Louis XIV., in consequence of the treaty of Rys- 
wick, restored the lands he had united to his French domi- 
nions, Strasbourg and other cities of Alsacia being excep- 
ted. But a few years afterwards the war of the Spanish 
succession caused the German territories to- be again inva- 
ded by the French, and the electors of Bavaria and Co- 
logne, in spite of the inclination and the interests of their 
subjects, espoused the party of the enemy of the German 
empire. ۱ 

However, the emperor Leopold I., who had renewed 
his alliance with the English and the Dutch, lived to see 
his adversaries completely defeated by Marlborough and 
Prince Eugen ai Blenheim, or Hochsiaedt, (1704) and short- 
ly after he died (1705). He was buried at Vienna and they 
say he expired amidst the sweet sounds of a music he had 
ordered: to play round him in his last moments. His taste 
for music and the encouragements he gave to that beautiful 
art deserve to be mentioned; yet it is to be noticed that he 
entirely inclined to Italian music, disregarding the progres- 
ses that art had already made in the northern countries of 
Germany during the XVII" century by the taste and the 
exertions of Leiser, Telemann and Haendel. Leopold I. had 
a great desire of promoting the union of the religious par- 
ties, and Leibnitz, who lived at the same time, tended to 
the same :objeets; but such undertakings, of course, ۵ 
far from being successful. The interest the emperor showed 
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to the Silesian Poetical School is scarcely worth mentioning. 
Yet, on the other side, the University of Breslau reveres 
him as its founder. Under his reign, Hannover was for- 
warded to the dignity of an Electorate (1692), August, 
prince-elector of Saxony, was elected king of Poland (1697); 
moreover, Brandenburg acquired the kingly crown of Prussia 
and was entitled to that dignity by the valour of which its 
warriors gave glorious proofs in almost all the battles they 
fought against the Turks and the French. 


Married to: 1) Magarite Theresia of Austria, of the 
Spanish lineage; 2) Claudia Felicitas of Austria; 
3) Eleonora, a countess Palatine, mother to Jo- 
seph I. and Charles VI. ۱ 


46. Joseph L, 


a. 2. 1705—1711, 


king of Hungary and Bohemia, archduke of Austria, son of 
the emperor Leopold I. was elected and crowned during his 
father’s life at Augsburg (1690). In alliance with England 
and Holland he successfully continued the war against France; 
for great commanders, as Marlborough, prince Eugen of Sa- 
voy, Leopold of Anhalt (well known in Germany under the 
name of ,Dessauer") and Quito of Stahrenberg led the allied 
armies from triumph to triumph, now in the Netherlands, 
now in Italy or in Spain, and the defeats of the French at 
Turin (1706), Ramillies (1706); Oudenarde (1708), Malplaquet 
(1709), Almenara and Saragoca (1710) followed rapidly to 
each other. Meanwhile, Joseph, a wise, tolerant and ener- 
gical monarch, acquired a particular claim on the gratitude 
of his subjects by restormg the Imperial Chamber of Justice 
For we have to mention. that the said chamber, who had 
their sittings at Spire, when the French army was divasta- 
ting the Palatinate under the reign of-Leopold I., had left 
that place and taken shelter in the quiet city of Wetzlar; 
yet since that time, the strength of that court of jnstice was 
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paralyzed, and had at last completely fallen in disuse. We 
regret to state that the emperor Joseph I. already died in 
the thirty-third year of his life. — 

His burial place is to be seen at Vienna. 


Married to: Wilhelmine Amalia of Hannover. 


47. Charles VI, 


A. D. 1711—1740, 


brother of the former, king of Hungaria and Bohemia and 
arehduke of Austria, was elected and crowned at Frankfort, 
Some years after his accession to the throne, after Louis XIV. 
had entered into the terms of a separate treaty at Utrecht 
with England and Holland, when the French had been de- 
' feated at Denain and he had succeeded in some other un- 
dertakings, he concluded the peace of Rastadt and Baden 
41714), which treaty, after all, was not very advantageous 
to the German empire, but which, after the contest of the 
northern states of Europe had come to a pacific conclusion, 
procured to our country a long interval of rest and se- 
 curity. The hostilities of the emperor against Turkey did 
but indifferently disturb that peaceful state of Germany 
as the succour the empire had to give only consisted of 
contributions in money, and as but few German princes (chiefly 
Bavaria) had sent troops for that war. Besides, the most 
happy news incessantly resounded from the seat of war, 
for prince Eugen's victory at Petervaradin (1116) heightened 
the glory of the Imperial arms, and far more at Belgrade, 
where Eugen, ,the noble knight“ conquered that important 
fortress after he had put to flight two hundred thousand 
Turks and Tartars (1717), in consequence of which a glorious 
peace was eoncluded. 


On the other side, the participation of the German em- 
pire to. the war about the Polish succession was not very 
successful (1734 and 1735). That war was engaged against 
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France, and old prince Eugen*) was still, but for the last 
time, commander of the Imperial troops, yet the German 
princes, although enabled .to dispose of a considerable 
armed might, felt not inclined to send sufficient treops for 
the defence of the whole German state. 

Therefore it is not to be astonished if Lorraine was losti n 
consequence of the treaty of peace of Vienna; moreover, the 
Germans of that period weré so far from feeling the impor- 
tance of the damage they suffered by the separation of that 
land from the Empire that members of the Imperial diet 
expressed their gratitude to the duke of Lorraine for having 
by his resignation generously promoted the security and 
wellfare of the empire. 

We ought, however, to remember that, for the cession 
of Lorraine, the ruling family of Lorraine was indemnified by 
the possession of Tuscany. — By great exertions Charles VI. 
had procured for the Pragmatic Sanction the guarantee of all 
the chief European states to secure to his daughter Maria 
Theresia the succession to his hereditary dominions; and in 
these ‘negociations he proved more successful, than in his 
plans for a commercial company in East- India , which he 
abandoned fearing to disturb by them the external and in- 
ternal peace of Germany, but chiefly in order to win the 
good will of the princely house of Hannover for promoting 
his plans. 

But we regret to say that he did not take the same 
care in keeping his army in good state; nevertheless, he 
again engaged in hostilities against Turkey (1738); but his 
army met only with reverses and was defeated at ۵ 
(1739). The humiliation of the peace of Belgrade, depri- 
ving Austria of many acquisitions she had obtained, accele- 
rated the death of the emperor, which took place in 1740. 


*) Shortly after that war, prince Eugen of Savoy died weakened 
by old age, after having rendered the most eminent services to 
the house of Austria and me, German empire during the reign 
of three monarchs. - : 
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Charles VI. was the last male offspring of the kingly descent 
ef Rodolphus of Hapsburgh., — 

His burial place is at Vienna. 

It was during his reign that George Lewis of Hannover 
ascended the throne of Great-Britain and Ireland. 


Married to: Elizabeth Christine of Brunswick. 


A _— 


At the decease of Charles VI. the German Imperial state 

had reached the last period of its existence, and the disso- 

. lution of a politic union, that was nu more able to secure 

the existence of the nation, was now developing itself more 

and more. Yet, at the very time when the signs of the 

approaching end of the former political existence became 

more and more visible, we perceive the first dawning of: a 

new internal life of a nation Providence had not yet doo- 

med to be annihilated, and there were rising men who 

caused the almost extinguished spark of German nationality 

to kindle a great flame in the sanctuary of sciences, poetry 

and art; and that flame was able to warm again the breast 

, of their countrymen and to encourage them to the noblest 

exertions. "Those geniusses knew how to strew into: the 

souls of the Germans the seed that should produce by and 

by a spiritual federative affinity, securing the internal life 

of the nation, whilst the political body, too narrow for its 

growing up to a new existence, was mouldering away. The Ger: 

man poet Platen says: ,The pride of ages is no more; it 

has faded away , that mighty realm of thousand years; but 

a spiritual empire has 856666060 and its glory: ang power 
shall svon be revealed.“ | 

Yet the names of those noble = do not — in 

- the splendid halls of the kings of that age; for most of the 

latter were unacquainted with those: intellectual. exertions; 

they only paid homage to foreign manners; the gracious fa: 

voar of the German rulers of that. time was only secured 

to süch intellectual endeavours that were made abroad. . We 
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ought, however, to state that Christian Wolf was treated 
in a rather distinguished manner, by the Bavarian Vicariate 
of the Empire (as Leibnitz was by Charles VI.) and that 
great componists, as Fur, Bach, Hasse and Graun were 
honoured by high-placed men. But Haller, Hagedorn, Liscov, 
Gellert, aud many others, contrived far from tbe noise of 
the royal courts to elevate the minds of their countrymen, 
whilst Winkelmann, Klopstock and Lessing prepared them- 
selves in the solitude for their sublime vocation. 


48. Charles VII. of Bavaria, 


A. D. 1742 — 1745, 


prince-elector of Bavaria, of the house of Wittelsbach, laid 
after Charles VI's decease claim on the suecession of the 
Austrian and Bohemian dominions, being a descendant of a 
daughter of Ferdinand I., whilst Frederic 11., king of Prussia, 
inorder to maintain his claims on some Silesian duchies, in- 
vaded that land with an army. But Maria Theresia, the 
high-minded heiress of the house of Hapsburg, supported 
by the faithfulness of her subjects, but chiefly by the en- 
thusiastic devotedness of the Hungarians, called her warri- 
ors to the fight, so that the struggle for the succession of 
the Austrians dominions took place almost at the same time 
with the first Silesian war. Admidst those disturbances 
and under the report of the cannon, re-echoing from afar, 
Charles was elected and crowned at Frankfort (1742), after 
an interregnum had lasted for fifteen months. His election 
was chiefly supported by the influence of the French. Yet 
shortly after that event king Frederic, having acquired the 
largest part of Silesia, concluded a separate peace at Breslau 
(1742), and the French, allied with the Emperor Charles, 
were defeated every where in the war they had undertaken 
against Austria and England. However, as Frederie UL, 
now in alliance with Hesse-Cassel and the Elector-Palatine, 
had armed again, and as the second Silesian war had be- 
gun, the elector of Saxany sent auxiliary troops to Maria- 
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Theresia, and the emperor Charles, residing generally at 
Frankfort, as his hereditary lands were oceupied by the 
enemies, did not enjoy the advantage of that alliance. For 
he had scarcely succeeded to effectuate his re -entrance at 
Munich as he died, having ruled the German empire only 
three years, and, we ought to add, very unsuccessfully ; 
for during his reign the decay of the German Imperial state 
had made the most evident progresses. 

His remains were put at rest in the Theatins-Church at 
Munich *). 

Married to: Mary Amelia of Austria, daughter of the 

emperor Joseph I. 


AUSTRIA-LORRAINE HOUSE. 
49. Francis L, 


a. b. 1745 — 1765, 


granduke of Tuskany, of the house of Lorraine, married to 
Maria-Theresia of Austria daughter of the emperor Charles VI. 
was elected and crowned at Frankfort. After the war of 
succession of Austria was terminated by the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle (1748), at a short interval of repose, the new 
emperor was engaged in the Seven-years’-war, during which 
Germans were again combating against Germaas and the 
mouldered state-edifice was shaken in its basis(1756—1763) It 
was only after many vicissitudes of war had been severely 
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*).Bavaria's contest against Maria-Theresia about the: Austrian 
mecession was settled immediately after Charles VII's decease 
by the peace of Füssen (1745). In the same year. Frederic II. 
concluded the peace of Dresden. Yet the war of Austria and 
England against France lasted till to the peace of Aix-la- Cha- 
pelle (1748). 
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felt by both the parties that the treaty of peace, concluded 
at Huberisburg by Austria and Frederic, the Great King of 
Prussia, secured the repose of our German country. Yet 
the emperor's decease took already place two years after 
that happy event. 


Francis I. was buried at Vienna. ^ 


50. Joseph IL, 


a. D. 1765 — 1790, 


son of the former, archduke of Austria, was elected and 
crowned Roman king at Frankfort during his father’s life 
(1764), afterwards emperor and, at the same time, co-re- 
gent with his mother Maria-Theresia in their hereditary do- 
minions. After the latter's decease (1780), he was proclai- 
med king of ‚Hungary. and Bohemia.. 


He was a #trong-minded ‘prince’,--well- affected towards 
his German subjects. He ordered a visitation of the Impe- 
rial Chamber of Justice, undertook’ great reforms in the 
Austrian dominions, published there. the edict of religious 
toleration and evinced the utmost activity in promoting the 
‘wellfare ‘of his ` subjetts according as ‘personal v views" ‘and 
convictions. E 


۱ „Thou ‘summoneat the Hist to be an ‘humble disciple 5 the 

“Great Founder of our Holy Religion; thou callest citizen of thy 

state the country - -man, curved under the yoke of servitnde ; 

thoi stitesb thata Jew, too, belongs ' to mankind. — What 
1 —— tas ever. render San ‘thou art beginning?“ . 

7 7 KLOPSTOCK. 


"But all his exertions to dii a fresh life to the German 
body and to redress antiquated wrongs were without success; 
08: the contrary, his proceedings, sometimes too hasty and 
not favoured by the circumstances, “provoked: every where 
diffidence and. discontent: -Besidés, after: having already 
been indüced_ to stand, a contest with Frederie the, Great 
about the Bavarian succession and his expectations ‘having 
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been badly answered جا‎ the peace of Teschen (1779), he 
was engaged in new contests against Holland on account of 
the free entrance of the Scheld; and as the so-named Con- 
federation of the Princes had counteracted the plans he had 
formed for the exehange of German provinces, he made an 
alliance with Russia and undertook a un war pean 
Turkey (1788). 


Yet that war, too, he did not . p according his 
wishes,.and be returned from Belgrade with the symptoms of 
a deadly disease. He died shortly after, and his last words 
testified that his heart was broken and that he deeply felt 
the sad futurity that was threatening his u): Ä 


His burial took place at Vienna. — 


To our very days the German mention his name with 
the highest feelings of respect and gratitude, and they will 
remember the emperor Joseph IL till to the latest pos- 
terity. — 

„Many of thy schemes were baffled, 

٠:١١ For thou: wast a man, not more; A 

Wast not able. to say like. God: 
Let be there light! 
SCHUBART. 


Married to: 1) Elizabeth of Parma; 2) Josepha of Ba- 
varia, who both died in prime of life. 


51. Leopold IL, 
a. D. 1790—1792, 


king of Hungary and Bohemia, archduke uf Austria, the 
. renowned wise ruler of Tuscany, brother of the emperor 
Joseph IL, elected and crowned at Frankfort, concluded 
the peace with the Turks and the treaty of Pillnitz with 
Prussia (1791), but died two years after his ascension on 
the throne. His remains were put at rest at Vienna. 


Married to: Mary Louisa of Spain. 
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52. Francis H., 
A. D. 1792—1806, 


son of the former, king of Hungary and Bohemia, elected 
and crowned ‘st Frankfort shortly after the breaking out of the 
war in consequence of the French revolution, witnessed the 
fall of the German Empire effected by Napoleon I. (1806), 
but also the important events of the year 1813, to which 
he had mightily- contributed. After the batle of Leipsick, 
he made as a conqueror a solemn entrance into the city of 
Frankfort under the acclamations of joy and happiness of 
the inhabitants; wherupon he went to Paris to settle in con- 
nivence with his allies the regulation of ‘the new politic af- 
fairs, on which the present state of Germany has been es- 
tablished. — o ۱ 

His remains were put at rest with those of his ances- 
tors. — He was the last Roman Emperor of the German 
nalion. — 


Married to: 1) Elizabeth of Wurtemberg; 2) Maria The- 
resia of Sicily; 3) Maria Lowisa Beatrix of Austria; 
4) Charlotte of Bavaria. — — ^ 
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MOTTOS OF THE EMPERORS. 


Most of the portraits of the Emperors are inscribed with 
sentences, which are looked at as the mottos of the monarehs re- 
presented in the Imperial Hall. We feel induced to give here 
the said devices, adding even those which are not yet inscribed 
in the Hall. We do not, however, in the least answer for their 
being original, as, chiefly with respect to the emperors of the 
remotest centuries, many of these mottos might have been com- 
posed by posterier historians, or styled as devices in consequence 
of some expressions, uttered occasionally by the menarchs to 
whom they are adscribed. Nevertheless, a great part of the following 
mottos are to be táken as authentic, and each of them is most 
expressive, or, at least, sufficiently interesting to be the no- 


ticed. 


1) CHARLEMAGNE. 


„Christus vincil, Christus regnat, Chri- 
stus triumphat. 8 


„Christ is conquering, Christ is reign- 
ing, Christ is triumphing. s 
2) LOUIS THF DEBONNAIRE, OR 
THE PIOUS. 
„Omnium rerum vicissitudo“ 
„All human affairs are submitied to 
change.“ 


3) LOUIS THE GERMAN (his de- 
vice is not known). 
4) CHARLES THE FAT. 
„Os garrulum intrical omnia.“ 
„A chattering tongue is دوس‎ 
every thing.“ 
5) ARNULPH. 
„Facilis descensus Averni." 
„Ihe way to hell is going downhill.“ 
'6) LOUIS THE CHILD. 
„Multorum manus, paucorum consi- 
lium." 
„Many hands, but few advices.“ 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


7) CONRAD I. 
„Fortuna, quum blanditur , fallit." 
,Smiling fortune is treacherous.“ 


8) HENRY I. 


„Ad vindictam tardus و‎ 
liam veloz. 

nSlow in punishing, but quick in re- 
warding.“ 


9) OTHO 1. 


„Satius est ralione aequitatis mortem 
oppetere, quam fugere et inhoneste 
vivere.“ 

„It is much better to die for the 
sake of justice, than to fly and 
live without honour.“ 


10) OTHO II. 

„Cum omnibus pacem, adversus vitia 
bellum." 

,Peace with every one, but war to 
the wicked.* 

11) OTHO III. 

„Facile singula rumpuntur jacula con- 
juncta non item.“ 

„Single: arrows are easily broken, but 
not so, when united.“ : 


ad beneficen- 
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12) HENRY II. 

„Nihil impense ames; ità fiet, ul in 
nullo contristeris.“ 

nBe never too fond of anything, and 
thou shalt never have occasion to 
grieve.“ 

or: „Ne quin nimis." 

nNothing too much.“ 
13) CONRAD I. 


„Omnium mores, (uos imprimis ob- 
56010010,“ 


nPreserve every one from bad man- 
ners, but first yourself.“ 
14) HENRY III. 


„Qui litem aufert, execrationem in 
benedictionem mutat.“ 


» Whoever ends a quarrel, is chan- 

» ging curse into blessing." 

15) HENRY IV. 

„Multi mulla sciunt, se autem nemo“ 

nMany men know many things, yet 
they do not know themselves. 

16) HENRY V. 

„Miser qui mortem appelit, miserior, 
qui timet.“ 

„Unhappy is he who is secking death, 
but still more unhappy who 
is afraid of it.“ 


17) LOTHAIRE. 
„Audi alteram partem.“ 
nLet us hear also the other party.“ 


18) CONRAD III. 


„Pauca cum aliis, multa tecum lo- 
quere. 


„Speak little with others, and much 
with thy own-self.“ 
19) FREDERIC I. 


„Praestat uni probo, quam mille im- 
probis placere.“ 


nIt is better to please one honest 
man, than thousand wicked.“ 

according to other sayings his 
motto was: 

„Qui nescit dissimulare, nescitregnare.“ 


„Whois not able to feign, is not able 
to reign.“ 


20) HENRY VI.. 


„Qui tacendi non habet artem, nec 
loquendi novit opportunitatem.“ 


„Who docs not know when to keep 
silent, never knows when it is op- 
portune to speak.“ 

21) PHILIP. 

„Quod male coeplum est, ne pudeat 
mutasse.“ 


„What has badly begun, 
ashamed to change.“ 

22) OTHO IV. 

,Strepil anser inter 9767 


„Among the swans the goose likes 
to be noisy.“ 


93) FREDERIC II. 


„Complurium thriorum ego strepitum 
audivi “ 


„I heard the rustling of some fig- 
leaves.“ 

or: Minarum strepitus, asinorum 
crepilus.“ 

„Noise of threatenings is like 
the braying of an ass. 


(an allusion to the attempt made 
against him to compel him 
to resign.) 


24) RODOLPHUS I. 

„Melius est bene imperare, quam im- 
perium ampliare.‘ 

„It is better being a ruler, than a 
conqueror.“ 

25) ADOLPHUS. 


„Praestat vir sine pecunid, quam pe- 
cunia sine niro.“ 


„Better, a man without money, than 
money without a man.“ 

26) ALBERT I. 

‚„Fugam victoria nescil. 

nVictory is averse to 
away.“ 

or: Quod oplimum, idem jucundissi- 
mum.“ 

nThe best is always the most agree- 
able.“ | 


be not 


running — 


27) HENRY VII. 
. ,Calicem vitae dedisti mihi in mor- 
tem“ 
y „Thou gavest me the cup of life to 
cause my death.“ 
(allusion to the suspected kind 
| of Henry’s death.) 


° 28) FREDERIC THE FAIR. 
„Beatd morte nihil beatius." 
„A happy death is the greatest bles- 
sing.“ 


29) LOUIS IV. THE BAVARIAN. 


,,lujusmodi comparandae sunt opes, 
quae simul cum naufragio enatent.“ 


„Ihe best treasures are those, which 
| in a shipwreck are floating with 
| ws to shore.“ 


or: „Sola bona, quae honesla.“ 
¡»Nothing is good, but what is ho- 
nest.“ 
30) GUNTHER (his device is un- 
nown). 
81) CHARLES IV. 
„Optimum est aliend insanid frui." 


„It is a most agreeable thing to pro- 
fit by follies committed by others.“ 


82) WENCESLAUS, 
„Morosophi moriones pessimi.‘ 
p Wise fools, worst fools.“ 
33) ROBERT. - 


„Misericordia non causam sed fortu- 
nam spectat.“ 


,Conpassion does not care for the 


motive but for the degree of mis-- 


fortune.“ 


) SIGISMOND. 
„Mula ultrò adsunt “ 
Misfortune comes unawares.“ 


35) ALBERT II. 


|, Amicus optima vitae possessio.“ 


¿A friend is the most precious gift 
we possess in life.“ 
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36; FREDERIC III. (IV.) 


„4. E. I. 0. U.“ 
(,,Austriae Est Imperare Orbi Uni- 
perso.) 
„Austria shall reign over the whole 
world.“ ۱ 
or: („Austria Erit In Orbe Ultima.) 
nAustria will subsist to the end of 
the world.“ 
37) MAXIMILIAN I. 
Tene mensuram et respice finem." 
„Keep within bounds and think of 
ending well.^ 
38) CHARLES V. 
„Plus ultra.“ 
„More further.“ 
39) FERDINAND I. 
„Fiat justilia, pereat mundus.“ 
„Justice be fulfilled, though the world 
be destroyed.“ 
40) MAXIMILIAN II. 
„Deus providebit.'' 
„God will assist me.“ 


41) RODOLPHUS II. 


„Fulget Caesaris astrum.“ 
„Caesar’s star is glistening.“ 


42) MATTHIAS. 
„Concordi lumine major.“ 
„In united light greater.“ : 
43) FERDINAND II. 
„Legilime certantibus.“ 
10و‎ those who fight for the good 
sake.“ - 


44) FERDINAND III. | 
„Pietate et justitid.“ 
„By godliness and justice.“ - 
45) LEOPOLD I. 
„Consilio et industria.“ 
„By prudence and industry.“ 


46) JOSEPH I. 


„Amore et timore.“ 
nBy love and fearfulness.“ 
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47) CHARLES VI. 51) LEOPOLD II. 
,Constantid et fortitudine.“ „Opes regum cordia subditorum.“ 
n By perseverance and valour.“ nlhe treasures of kings consist in, 
48) CHARLES VII. (his device is | Î hearts of their subjects." 
not known). | 52) FRANCIS II. 
49) FRANCIS I. „Lege et fide." 


„Pro Deo el imperio.“ nBy law and faithfulness.“ 


nFor God and the Empire.“ 
50) JOSEPH II. 
„Virtute et exemplo.“ 
nBy virtue and example.“ | 


Errata. 


Page 1 on the line 7 from below, instead of „elder“ read: „younger.“ 
» 17 line 16 from above instead of „the Germans“ read „of the 
Germans.“ 
» 18 line 21 from above, instead of „duke“ read „archbishop.“ 
» 19 line 16 of the word „of“ is to be put out. 
» 27 line 5 instead of ..1151* read „1152.“ 
» 31 line 14 instead of „his“ read „this.“ 
» 36 line 23 instead of „Franks‘‘ read ,,ranks.“ 
„ 88 line 8 instead of ,,Fopalta read ,,Fossalla.‘‘ 
„ 49 line 13 instead of ,Doefflingen“ read ,,Doeffingen.“ 
» 67 line 8 the word „who“ is to be put out. 

68 line 11 instead of „the“ read „ta.“ 

„ 69 line 9 instead of , Spre“ read ,.Spee.“ 

71 line 5 from belon, instead of „Leiser“ read ,,Keiser.“ 

78 iine 12 and 13, instead of „when the French had defeated | 
him at Denain and he had succeeded“ read „when the 
French had been defeated him at Denain and when they had 
succeeded.“ 
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This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. اك‎ 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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